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virtue of his office, institute proceedings for
offenees. Even the Chief Officer of the city
Fire Brigade has not the power to prosecute
without the approval of the board. Yet it
is proposed to give that power to all bush
fire control officers ina the country who will
be amiateurs. it the amendment is carried,
1 shall later move to provide that the per-
mission of the local authority to institute
proceedings must be obtained.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.58 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pmm. and read proyens.

QUESTION-SUSTENANCE AND
PERMISSIBLE EARNIN'GS.

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for Em-
ployment:-1, Is he aware of the disadvant-
age suffered by men in receipt of rations as
compared with their fellows on relief work
in the matter of permissible earnings from

private employment? 2, Will he liberalise
the departmental conditions so as to permit
men on rations to earn from private sources
considerably more than is allowed at present,
without suffering reduction in the quantity
of rations to which their sustenance right
would entitle them?

The 'MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, Men receiving rations are not
called upon to give anything in return for
assistance received. 2, The question of
liberalising the departmental conditions is
linked up with the question of the assistance
given being used as indirect subsidies to pri-
vate employers. However, the suggestions
made will receive consideration following the
initiation of the improved employment
scheme.

QUESTION-TERMINAL GRAIN
ELEVATORS LEGISLATION.

Consultation with Grain Acquirers.

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON asked the Minis-
ter' for Lands: 1, Whether the special depart.
mental committee which has been working on
matters connected with the Terminal Grain
Elevators Bill invited the private wheat mer-
chants to a meeting on the 25th November,
1937? 2, If so, what were the objects of
this ineeting? 3, Has any of the invited
whecat merchants at head office in Western
Australia, or are they all simply branches of
outside-controlled companies 9 4, Are there
other comparatively large wheat acquiring,
handling and shipping concerns operating in
the State? 5, Would such concerns embrace
the Westralian Farmers and the Wheat Pool
of Western Australia? 6, Is he aware that
the two last-mentioned concerns are co-opera-
tivcly controlled and owned by the farmers
of the State? 7, Why were these co-opera-
tive concerns excluded from the said discus-
sion with the said committee? 8, Did he and
his committee consider that the outside-eon-
trolled private wheat merchants were more
competent to assist with sound, impartial ad-
vice than the co-operative concerns men-
tioned? 9, If not, why was this diserimdna-
tion practised?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied: 1,
Yes. 2. To discuss certain phases of pro-
posed Bunhur 'y operations raised by Mr. H.
E. Braille at a conference with the committee
on the previous day. 3, The constitution of the
merchant companies is not known to me. 4,
Yes. 5, Yes. 6, 1 understand Westralian
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Farmers ]Limited is incorporated tinder the
Companies Act, and that the Trustees of the
Wheat Pool are incorporated by Act of Par-
liament. 7, They were not excluded; the
matters discusised with the merechants were
discussed with Mr. Braine the previous day.
Mr. Braint' is, I understand, Manager, Wheat
IDepartmnent, Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,
Manager, Westralian Wheat Farmers, Ltd.,
Secretary. Trustees of Wheat Pool, Joint
Secretary, Co-operative Bulk Handling, Ltd.
8, No; answer 7 is relevant to this question.
9, There was no discrimination.

QUESTION-LICENSING ACT.
Administration& by the Court.

Mr. STYANXTS asked the Minister for
Justice: 1, W~hether, as promised in the
U nder Secretary'~s letter of 14th October
last to the Town Clerk of Kalgoorlie, con-
sideration has been given to the unanimous
resolution of the Kalgoorlie Municipal
Council Passed on 28th September last:-
''That the administration of Part 1IV. of
the Licensing Act by the State Licensing
Court has been detrimental to the welfare
and progress of this municipality, and that
the court's jurisdiction should not be ex-
tended to licensing districts on the gold-
fields'"t (2), If so, what was the result of
such consideration?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, Yes. 2, It is not admnitted that the admninis-
tration of Part TV. of the Licensing Act by
the State Licensing Court has been dletri:-
mental to the welfare and progress of the
Kalgoorlie municipality. The Kalgoorlie
Municipal Council was asked to give speci-
fic examples and these have not been sup-
plied.

QUESTION-COLLIE COAL
ROYALTIES.

Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, The number of tons of coal on
which royalty was paid by the Amalga-
mated Collieries of W.A. for the years 1932
to 1937, each year separately ? 2, The num-
ber of tons on which royalty was paid by
the Griffn Coal Mining Companyl .3, The
amount of royalty paid on every ton of
coal, each year as a separate entity, by
each of the above-named coal companies!

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Amalgamated Collieries of W.A., Ltd.:

1932, 363,752 tons; 1933, 401,8W tons; 1934,
437,549 tons; 193.5, 466,279 tons; 1936,
492,034 tons; 1937 (to 31/10/37), 394,081
tons. 2, Griffin Coal Mining Company:
1932, 51,971 tons; 1933, 56,544 tons; 1934,
62,797 tons; 1935, 70,911 tons; 1936, 72,039
tons: 1937 (to 30/9/37),.56,436 tons, 3, 3d.
per ton each company.

QUESTION-ELECTRIC LIGHT AND
POWER.

A grecinents vith Local Authorities.
Mr. NORTH asked the 'Minister for Rail-

ways: 1, Has the elettric light and power
agrecin t negotiated betwveen the Govern-
inent and the local authorities of Cottesloe,
Peppermint Grove, and Mosman Park
proved satisfactory to the Government? 2,
What art, the annual net profits realised from
the three bodies respectively for 1936-37?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1,I Yes. 2, The financial results are
not kept separately.

RURAL RELIEF FUND ACT AMENfD-
KENT BILL SELECT COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time.
On motion by the Minister for Agricul-

ture, the time for bringing up the report was
extended to the 8th December.

I .
9

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.
Public Buildings.
Workers' Homes Act Amendment.
Housing Trust Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Premier.

BILL-FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TRAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC) LIGHT-

ING ACT AMENDMENT.
Councils Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee.
Mr. Sampson in the Chair; Mr. S!eeman

in charge of the Bill.
Amendment-Clause 2: Add at the end

of the clause the following proviso :-"Pro-
vided that the subscriptions or contributions
of the board under the provisions of this
paragraph shall not in any year ending 31st
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August exceed the total sum collected by
way of subscriptions from the board's em-
ployees?'

Mr. SLEEMAN: This is an inoffensive
little amendment inserted at the instance of
the member in charge of the Bill in another
place. I move--

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a mnessage accordingly returned to the
Council.

PAPERS-BULK HANDLING FACILI-
TIES, BUI[BURY.

Debate resumed from the 27th October on
the following motion by Ron. C. G-.
Lath am:-

That all papers relating to an application
by Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited for
perission to provide bulk handling facilities
in the Bunbury zone; any agreement entered
into in respect of the erection of terminal
facilities at Bunbury, and alt papers having
reference to any negotiations for designs and
estimates in connection therewith, be laid on
the Table of the House.

THE MINISTER FOIL LANDS (Hun.
X. F. Troy-Mt. Magnet) [4.41]: As ye-
ganis the motion moved by the Leader of
the Opposition, it is considered that the
papers therein referred to should not be
made public. Therefore I suggest that the
Leader of the Opposition accept the offer
of an opportunity to inspect them privately.

HON. 0. 0. LATHAM (York--in reply)
[4.423 : I have no desire that any confidential
papers sho-ald be made public, and am there-
fore prepared to accept the Minister's sug-
gestion. Aecordingly, I ask leave to with-
draw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawaL

BILL.-LOAN, £1,227,000.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [4.43]:
Yesterday afternoon I expressed to the
Treasurer my anticipation that there would
be no discussion on this Bill, having regard
to the faet that we have so recently disussed

the Loan Estimates. This morning, however,
on reading the "West Australian" newspaper
I found that the -Minister for Employment
had taken the opportunity, when meeting a
congress at the Trades Hall, to refer to a
past Admninistration in a way which I con-
tend is not justified. I desire to refer to
the 'Minister's statement as published in che
"West A!ustralian,"l a statement made by the
Minister to justify an excuse that is continu-
ally being offered to the unemployed in this
State. It reads:

Coming into offico when three-quarters of the
financial yeaa- 1932-33 had exp~ired, and "sad-
died" with a load of financial obligations left
by inept and irresponsible handling of the coun-
try's finances by the previous Government in
the three preceding depression years, the
heaviest task of the Labour Government had
been to finance jobs to absorb the unemployed,
or, alternatively, to find the money necessary
to approximiate relief and sustenance pay-
meats to basic wage rates.

That was a statement made by the Minister.
The Minister for Employment: No.
lion. C. G. LATHAM: Well, he is credited

with having made it, and this morning's
"West Anstralian" prints that statement as
having been made by bhinL I resent it
strongly, more especially in. view of the
speech he made.

The Minister for Employment: You want
to read the 'rWorker."

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The "Worker" t
Of course the "Worker" would come out withl
an argument that is highly satisfactory.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT;
That paragraph was taken from the
"Worker."

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: It is taken from
the "West Australian."

The Minister for Employment: I gave no
statement to the "West Australian."

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: I will read the
"West Australians"l report-

Governmen employment on -relief work was
the subject of debates lasting for the whole of
Monday at the Perth Trades fll. Proceed-
ings took the form of a special congress of the
State branch of the Australian Labour Party,
and about 60 delegates wrere present. The
chair was occupied by the general president of
the A.L.P. (Mr. P. J1. Mooney).

The general secretary (Mr. P. 3.
Trainer) -

That is the Minister's bos--
-stated yesterday that the principal mo-
tions carried were:-

That the Government institute full-tie
on nll Government work.
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That having affirmed the principle of ful-
time work, wre welcome the proposed im-
provemnent announced by the Minister for
Labour, and request the Government to facili-
tate the objective of full-time work for all
workers in Government employ.
The State Government was represented at

the -ongress by the Prenifer (-. Willeock),
the Mfinister for Employment (Mr. H1awke),
the Minister for Works (Mr. 'Millington), the
Minister for Railways (Mr. Smith), the Minis-
ter for Agriculture (Mr. Wise), and the Chief
Secret-ary (Mr. Kitson). The Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly (Mr. A. H. Panton) was
also present.

Apparently it was a full Cabinet meeting.
The rep~ort continues:-

In a statement to the delegates the Minister
for Labour (.Mr. Hawke) said that coming
into office when three-quarters of the financial
year 102-1933 had expired, and ''saddled
wvith a lead of financial obligations left by
inept and irresponsible handling of the coun-
try's finances by the previous Government in
the three preceding depression years," the
heaviest task of the State Labour Government
had been to finance jobs to absorb the unem-
ployed, or, alternatively, to find the money
necessary to approximate relief and sustenance
paymnents to basic wage rates.

The task had been made the more aiffieult
by the fact that an overlordship of State bor-
rowing and spending had been vested in the
Loan Council; and invariably the West Austra-
lian. Treasurer's proposals for borrowing for
works had been whittled down. As Labour
men members of the Cabinet had the objective
of fuli-time wvork and the abolition of the sus-
tenance system; but in addition to the disa-
bilities of finance the Government had to find
work suitable for glass "C" men, who were
physically unemployable.

In the circumstances, said the Minister,
criticism was inevitable. He then explained
the Government relief work policy for the new
-year (following approximately the speech be
made in the Legislative Assembly on 17th No-

vemnber) -

That is what appeared in the "West Austra-
lian." I do not know whom we are to believe-
Are we to believe Mr. Trainer, or the M1inis-
ter? if the Minister says he did not make
that statement, I am prepared to accept his
word hut if he made that statement, I amn
prepared to put him right, particularly after
the speech he made in this House last night,
The difference between the circumstances of
a speech such as this, made under cover of
the Trades Hall, and one made in the House
is that a Minister in the House or a member
is able to defend himself. That cannot occur
at the Trades Hall.

The Minister for Employment: The state-
ment might be true, but I did not make it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:- The statement is
not true. It the Minister had been here at
the time of which he spoke, all I can say is
"God help the country"' The Minister has
not justitied his appointment, nor has any
other Minister of the Government.

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the Leader of the
Opposition discussing the Loan Bill?

Hon, C. G. Latham: Yes. I am discussing
the Loan Bill, That is. where the money
comes from,

'Mr. SPEAKER: But the Loan Bill has
nothing to do with the Miaister.

Hen, C. G-. LATHAM: The Minister will
be responsible for a portion of the money.
I want to put the Minister right. May 1
sug-gest that in future if he has any charges
to make he should make them in this House,
where we will be able to defend ourselves?
We are not permitted to go to the Trades
Hall; neither have I any desire to go there.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Leader of the Op-
position might accept the Minister's assur-
ance that he did not make the statement.
That is usual.

Hon. C. 0. LAT HAM:. If the statements
are made public, how are we to correct
them! The statement is untrue.

Mr. Styants: You should not take much
notice of what you see in the "West Aus-
tralian."

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: If any newspaper
has given the Government a fair deal, it is
the "West Australian." According to the re-
port, Mr. Trainer is responsible for issuing
the statement. Surely Mr. Trainer would
not let down his Mtinister. In the circum-
stances T propose to tell the Minister that if
he lies in his head the idea attributed to him,
I intend to put him right. After the many
years .experience he has had in this House,
he should know better. Had the finances
beeni administered by his Government as
they should have been, I cannot see why
every body could not have been put into full-
time employment. The Government has not
controlled the finances as it might have done.
It had no difficulties to face such as the
previous Gover-nment encountered. For four
years the present Government has occupied
the Treasury benches, and at the end of that
period ire have a further statement appear-
ing in the "West Australian.' It is signed
by a responsible individual, "John V. Hock-
ing, Adjutant, Salvation Army, 51 Oxford-
street, Lcederville.' It is headed. "Family
in Need," and is addressed to the Editor of
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the "West Australian." It reads -as fol-
lows:-

Sir,-I desire to bring under notice the des-
perate living conditions of a family in West
Perth whose circumstances I investigated to-
day. Ani expectant mother and four children,
all girls under seven, are living in discomfort
and ivant. The husband and father is a sus-
tenance worker. Until recently, the family
have been living in sustenance camps. A doc-
tor ordered that the mother return to the city,
and she is now an out-patient of the hospital.
The husband is at present away on sustenance
work and will not receive a pay until the end
of the week. A sickly baby, sixteen months
old, is sleeping onl a homne-made cot which has
no mattress. The three other chid-ren are
sleeping on three-quarter beds, also without
mnattresses, the beds being covered with old
clothing. Apart front a table and A few odds
and ends there are no other furnishings. There
has been no milk supply, no wood, no foodstuffs
for several days. These immediate necessities
have beer. provided, but I beg the privilege of
making an appeal for mattresses, bed linen,
and other home comforts and necessities that
your readers mnay be able to provide. Of course,
there is also need for clothing and footwear.
I will arrange for a cardier to call or they
mnay be sent to my address.
That is in contrast to the charges made from
the Trades Hall which appear in this morn-
ing's paper. It is a statement by a respon-
sible officer of a charitable organisation.

The Minister for Employment: If you
are fair about the matter, you wvill read these
four pages I have here,, setting out the posi-
tion.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am not going to
the "Primary Producer's," office to make a
statemient, but I am going to make it in this
House. I have never gone outside to make
charges against the Government. The Min-
ister will have an opportunity to reply
later. He must have anticipated that there
would be some discussion; otherwise he
would not have been armed with that mate-
rial. To be forewarned is to be forearmed.
Four and a half years after his Govern-
ment came into office, this latter appears
in the "West Australian."

Mr. Styants: I saw worse eases when
your party was in power.

Hon- C. G1. LATHAIM: The hon. member
says he saw worse eases in Kalgoorlie when
our party was in power.

Mr. Styants: No, in East Perth.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Government

has had. not less than a million pounds
more annually than we had, in addition to
a lot more money obtained from what I
midght term 'voluntary taxation. Money has

been received from the Motherhood and
Youth Appeal, out of which buildings have
been erected. In that way employment was
found and the Government was saved
expenditure from loan funds. The Gov-
ernment also received a considerable
amount of money from the charities
consultations, and with that money it put
ul) buildings, and thus relief was afforded
to the Treasury. I had no intention of talk-
ing about this matte;, but it can readily be
understood that when I read what appeared
in the newspaper I was prepared to defend
any action for which the previous Govern-
ment was responsible. I would like to draw
a comparison between our position and that
of the present Government. I refer to the
returns that the Treasurer presents to the
House. I quote from No. 4 return. On un-
employment relief in 1931-32 we spent from
revenue £E653,031 and in the next year
£357,721. In 1933-34 the year following
Labour's return to office £244,467 was spent
ba~t inl the succeeding year only £92,445 was
expended. The figures I have quoted
show that our party when in office
did not neglect this matter. We had
a great deal more difficulty in find-
ing money than has the present Govern-
mnent. Loan flunds were not as easy to
obtain as they are to-day. I have always
had consideration for the present Govern-
ment because I know the difficulties it has
had to face, and I have not gone outside
this building to charge the Government
with being inept and irresponsible and with
handling the finances in an irresponsible
manner. The previous Government did very
well in the years it was in office. considering
the difficulties it had to face, including tbe
necessity for providing for exchange,
which cost over £800,000, at a time
when we could not get money easily and
could not increase taxation. People had
locked up their treasure cheats and were
afraid or reluctant to provide employment,
as a result of which we had to step into
the breach.

Mr. Cross: They could not trust you.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order I
Hon. C. . LATHAM: They would not

trust the hon. member. That is a remark
similar to his other interjections, stupid
and inane. IU the Ministry desires, to help
these people it will refrain from appoint-
ing extravagant and expensive hoards. Had
the Commission which was appointed to
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control the Agricultural Bank not been
appointed we could have provided 27 men
with permanent employment at the basic
wage. After .having appointed boards it
is necessary for the Government to appoint
other officers to advise the boards. That
procedure is suggested in legislation which
is now before the House. It is proposed
to appoint an expensive board and then an
advisory committee to tell the board what
it has to do. As the member for East
Perth (Mr. Hughes) pointed out last night,
if the Government had wanted to assist
the unemployed, there should have been no
restoration of emergency deductions from
the salaries of members of this House and
of another place ajid of highly paid civil
servants. Had the money so spent been
used in the relief of unemployment work
could have been found for many men at the
basic rate. I would not have raised this
question but for the article which appeared
in the "West Australian." The statement
has been made that the Loan Council has
been responsible for the position. The re-
sponsibility is not to be shouldered on to
the Loan Council. The amount the Loan
Council can provide is determined by what
can be obtained from the public. Even Mr.
Trainer should be aware that the experi-
ence last year was that the money had
to be underwritten by the Commonwealth
Bank and if the Financial Agreement was
wrong, it was at least backed by the Labour
Government of the day, and not only by the
Labour Government but also by other mem-
bers in this House.

The Premier: Under duress.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not know

about that. I cannot imagine the Premier of
the day agreeing to anything under duress.
Anyway, if a mistake has been made, it is
only another one for which the public has
had to pay. The Loan Council consists of
representatives from the various States.
There is a Labour Government in Queens-
land and in Tasmania and in this State and
there is practically a Labour Government in
Victoria because the Labour Party can put
out the Government to-morrow if the Gov-
ernment does not do what the Labour Party
desires.

The Premier: Why does the Labour Party
keep the Government in power?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Simply because it
is the best form of government Victoria
could have.

Hon. P. Collier: It is because there is a
decent Country Party Government.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: It is a very good
Government. In V~itoria the Labour Party
is afraid to take the reins of office and pre-
fers to keep the Country Party in power, it
is really a Labour Government in that State
because if the Government did not do what
Ihe Labour Party thought advisable in the
Labour Party's interests, then the Labour
Party would put it out of office.

Mrsh. Withers: The same as we would do
to the Country Party here if it were in
power.

lion. C. G. LATHAM: That may be so. I
have yet to learn anything about that. I
have pointed out that for the four years in
wvhich the Labour Party has been in office in
this State it has had an average annual ex-
penditure including deficits of £12,400,000,
compared with £11,400,000 in the three
years during which the previous Gov-
erment was in control. Last year's
receipts on revenue and loan accounts
totalled £12,379,000, that is apart from
money obtained from voluntary forms
of taxation. That represents Z2,963,000 in
excess of the total collections by the previous
Government in 1931-32. The Trades Hall
had better get hold of those figures so that
they will not mislead the unfortunate men
who are depending upon the Government
for employment. Last year's receipts ex-
ceeded those of 1931-32 on both revenue and
loan accounts by £760,000.

The Premier interjected.
Hon. C. G. LATHAMJ: What made me

cross was to read the statement in the newvs-
paper credited to the Minister for Employ-
ment.

The 'Minister for Employment: Read last
week's "Worker" and you will see that the
statement is a repetition of an article then
published.

Hon. C., G. LATHAM: According to the
"Wecst Australian" MI-. Trainer was respon-
sible for the publication of the statement.
Taxation collections last year more than
doubled those in 1931-32. Last year taxation
collections totalled £C2,404,000, compared with
£1,007,000 in 1931-32. As I have already
pointed out, this was in addition to the
money obtained from what I term the volun-
tary form of taxation, namely, the lotteries
and the Motherhood and Youth Appeal.
Further, there was a considerable increase in
the grant received from the Federal Govern-
ment last year as compared with what we
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received. I do not grudge the Government
one penny piece of that Money. I have
always attempted to be fair to the Govern-
inent because, experience has taught ine how
great are the difficulties of tile Gjovernment.
Althoughi the difficulties; are not the same
to-dlay, there are still some, probably the
greatest being to satisfy the Government's
ownI people. Last year's expenditure
from revenue on exchange and unem-
ployment relief totalled only £512,000,
while our expenditure in 1931-32 under those
two headings amounted to £1,1204,000. When
so much money had to be paid out in those
directions, what could the Government do to
,nsist to find employment? The Premie
knows that the depression hit this State like
ain avalanc. We were not prepared for
it. We bad scarcely taken over office, and
though we thought something was about to
happen, we could not tell what it might be.
Bunks refrained from making advances, the
public refused to subscribe new muoney,, and
we bad to build up an orgonisation as
quickly as possible--though it proved to
be very slow-in order to p~rovide a
scheme to assist in finding employment
for the workers of the State. In
19K12 there were ap~proxilmately 16,000
mn depending upon the Government for
sustenance and relief work. Since then
nearly 10,000 of the number have been
absorbed in industry, principally in the gold-
mining industry. We are glad of that, and
we do not wish to take credit f or it. Any-
thing that we can do to help the miing in-
dustry to absoib more men will 'be donea This
leaves about 6,000 ina still on the hands of
the Government -to-day. For the party
opposite to put up an excuse like that pub-
lished in this mornings newspaper disgusts
me greatly. There is no comparison between
the conditions existing to-day and those that
prevailed when we left office.

The Premier interjected.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I did not like the

statement that appeared in the "West" I
admit that I did not give the 'Minister an
opportunity to refute it, but I hope that to-
morrow morning he will make it clear that
the statement was not his.

The MTinister for Employment: I did not
know anything about it.

Hlon. C. G-. LATHAAM: I was saying that
there axe 10,000 fe-wer men unemployed to-
day than when we left office. Yet with
10,000 fewer men to provide for and despite

the enormnous increase in expenditure [-he
Government has not seen fit to provide
fuU--time employment. Indeed, conditions
-to-day are little if any better than ware
t-hose that prevailed during the depression.
I was surprised when I read the letter from
the Salvation Army officer. It reflected no
credit upon the Government. I came. here
prepared to say quite a lot more than I have
said, but I accept the assurance of the M1in-
ister for Employment that he did not make
the statement.

The Minister for Employment: You have
taken a long time to accept my assurance.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Perhaps the _Min-
ibter himiself does not accept an assurance as
readily. I have no objection to his slating
us in this House, hut I do not wish to have
any charges levelled against us under the
cloak of some other organisation. I itook
this opportunity to make clear that I w~ill
not allow statements of the kind to go un-
challeng-ed. I told the Premier last night
that in view of the discussion that had taken
place, I did not anticipate any discussion rmn
the Bill to-day, and it would not have
occurred but for the statement published in
the Press,

THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
tHnn. A. R. G. Ilawke-Northam) [55:
1 would not have spoken but for the speech
just made by the Leader of the Opposition.
The fact regarding -the Press statement,
which appears to have caused -him a great
deal of concern, is that I made available to
the "Worker' newspaper last week aL state-
mnent setting out the improvements proposed
to be made in the new year in the position
of the 14s., 21s., and 28s. men. I under-
stand that the "Worker" used the informa-
tion I supp~lied, though, in addition, they
built uI) an article including their own com-
ments. The full statement that appeared in
last week's "Worker," I understand, was
printed in pamphlet form and issuied to the
delegates to the congress held at the Trades
Hall on Monday. Evidently a copy of the
pamphlet was handed to the 'West Aus-
tralian" and reprinted. Therefore I say that
the only portion of the statement I made
ar~iilahie wacs that setting out the particu-
lars of the proposed improvements to be
made in the employment scheme as from the
new year affecting the 14s., 2.1s. and 28s.
Men. The comments regarTding the inepti-
tude and irresponsibility of the previous.
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Government are the comments of the news-
paper itself. I am not going to debate
whether those statements are true or not. It
is not the time nor the place to dis-
cuss that subject. When tbe Leader of the
Opposition commenced his speech I gave
him an assurance that the statement was; not
mine, but he refused to accept it I con-
tinued to give him an assurance to the ex-
tent of repeating- it three or four times, aud
after a good deal of consideration he grudg-
ingly accepted it, and evidently now realises
that he became hot and bothered under the
collar without ally justification for it. Just
a word regarding the letter published in the
"West Australian" this morning from an
officer of the Salvation Army, to which the
Leader of the Opposition referred. I have
in my hand four pages of information
taken from the file of the worker concerned.
It sets out his record during the whole of
the time he has been associated with the Un-
employment Relief Department. I ami sure
that if the Salvation Army officer concerned
and the Leader of the Opposition had had
an opportunity to study that man's record,
neither of them would -have raised a voice or
a finger to do anything in the interests of
the man, although doubtless both those
gentlemen, as well as other people, would
have been sympathetic to the position of the
wife and children and probably would have
done something on their behalf. 'The man
concerned is not worth a rap; he is not
worth a grain of assistance from anybody.
I amn only sorry that the Salvation Army
officer, and the Leader of the Opposition
particularly-for he holds a very responsible
position in this House and in the public
life of the State--did not take the easy pre-
caution that could have been taken to aseer-
tain the man's record.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It would not have
bedai mentioned had not the other article
appeared-

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Mloore)
[5.10]: The statement made by the Minister
for Emiploynment or Unemployment, which-
ever he chooses to designate himself,' will
serve to clear up the misapprehension that
has arisen in the minds of a good many
people, particularly those interested in the
activities of the Government during the
difficult years of 1930-33. When I read in
this mornines "West Australian" the report
purporting to come from the secretary of

the Trades Hall as a statement made by a
resp~onsible Minister, my blood boiled, and I
am very glad indeed to have the assurance
of the Minister that he did not make the
statement in tbe Press and that he gives it
the lie direct. That satisfies me, but I wish
to make it perfectly clear that the greatest
difficulty of the present Government has
been to work out an adjustment between the
sustenance men and the jobs that have been
provided for them. The greatest task o! the
Government in 1930-33 was to get sufficient
money with which to supply bare necessities
in order to keep the bodies and souls of
those men together. It was a physical im-
possibility to provide jobs and finance them.
The greatest task was to provide sustenance
for the men, and the money available wvas
not sufficient to meet even that need. In
proof of the statement may I quote some
figures that I have taken pains to collect.
They will indicate to the House that the
present Government may be classed almost
as millionaire as compared with the
Government of 1930-33, and it is very handy
for a Government to be rich. During the
years 1930-33 the total average annual ex-
penditure of the Government, including rev-
enue and loan funds, as wvell as the enormous.
deficits of those days when revenue and loan
collections had slumped, amounted in round
figures to £11,418,000, while for the period
1933-37 the total average annual expendi-
ture under all headings was £12,472,750, an
%average increase per annum of £1,054,750.
The Premier stated that more had been done
with the extra money. It would lie possible
for any Government to do a great (teal mnore
with over a million pounds per ann extra
at its disposal. In order that the public
may assimilate those figures I wish to see
them not only inserted in 'Mansard" hut
noted in the Press. The public have read
the statement purporting to come from a
responsible Minister of the Crown, and it is
only fair that they should have the other
side of the case also. Personally I am pre-
pared to accept the Msinister's statement
that he was not responsible for the remarks
attributed to him as having been made at
the Trades Hall, and I am onl y sorry that
the statement was publisbed.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) (5.14]: I have
been greatly interested in the comments that
have fallen from previous speakers, hut I
am more concerned regarding the elimination
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-of the terms "sustenance," "rations" and "re-
lief" from association with Government jobs.
Unfortunately there appears to have been
adopted a settled policy whereby those men
who do unskilled work for the Government
are required permanently to face the odium
and (lisgrace of being regarded as relief
workers. In view of the money which has
been made available, and of the general ira-
proveznent which has taken place throughout
tbis State and Australia, I hope it will be
possible for the Minister to adopt the old-
time method, namely, to appoint to Govern-
ment work on f ull time those who may be
suitable for it. If there are unsuitable men
they might be supplied with such relief funds
as may enable them to get through. It is
-very unfair for those who arc engaged on
road or railway construction and other Gov-
erment works to continue for so long a
period under the very disconcerting terma of
"relief workers." That should be unneces-
sary. A long period has now passed during
which those terms have been used, and the
continued use of those terms is do-
ing a great deal of injury to good men. They
naturally lose something of that spirit of
self-reliance which helps a man to pull
through in the face of great difficulties. Any
'nan who has to depend upon unskilled work
faces a most difficult outlook, and it is high
time that policy was reviewed. I know the
Minister proposes to find some work, but I
understand it will be under the same old
methods, which should now come to an end.
The men would work better and there would
be a keener and more vigorous spirit of self-
reliance amongst them. Western Australia
will be a better State because the unskilled
workers in it are being given that considera-
tion. I hope the Minister and his colleagues
will give attention to this matter along the
lines I have suggested.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [5.17] : I
support the Bill. f cannot understand what
great advantage there will be to the un-
fortunate individuals who find themselves
*in the deplorable condition mentioned by the
Leader of the Opposition. 'The old political
hack that has been ridden almost to death
bhaa got us nowhere, if we review the past.
All Governments that have held office did
their best -with the money at their disposal,
bearing in mind the circumstances prevail-
ing at this time. No member of the Oppo-
sition has shown the Government that there
has been misappropriation of money, that it

has been spent unwisely, or tha't there
might have been economies and then uti-
lised the money in some more advantageous
direction. All we can get is, "when my
Government was in office so and so hap-
pened; now that this Government is in
office, such and such a thing happens. "
That is all very true. When we analyse
what has happened since various Govern-
ments have hold office, the glaring spectacle
remains that thousands of people have bad
to go ill-fed, rn-clothed and ill-housed. This.
Government can do no more than any other
Government did, and no Government can
do more than another can do, namely tax
the people to the full, raise as mnuch as pos-
sible by way of borrowing, and spend the
lot. That is all we are doing. If the Opposi-
tion has any particular suggestion to offer,
let it'show the Government where it is un-
necessary to borrow this money. If the
Opposition can make a suggestion of this
kind it will be doing something that is ad-
vantageous. When the £1,220,000 has been
borrowed and spent we shall have another
£20,000 or £40D,000 of internal debt. This
will last forever, and we shall hand it on
to posterity. Why is it we must borrow
in this way'? If members will make a sur-
vey of the first schedule, which indicates
how this money will be spent, they will ob-
serve that in practically 100 per cent. of
cases the money will be spent on public
institutions and public requirements of a
national character. To provide these faci-
lities we are under an obligation to borrow
credit created by the public, and spend it
for the utilisation of the public, adding
thereby to the niational debt because of
having borrowed that money for the people
and having utilised it for the public inter-
est, and having some day to repay it, and
in the meantime increasing taxation to pay
interest to meet the additional debt. What
use is it for members to complain of the
principle if they will not tackle the funda-
mentals that give rise to it? Ever since
1921 we have had deputations on u~neniploy-
ment. Ever since I have been here we have
had them, and mass parades and street de-
monstrations. Every Government has at.
tempted to do what it could, but it could
not achieve more in view of the financial
system we have adopted and are perpetu-
ating. We all realise the deplorable state
and insecure position and poverty of so
many people in our midst. Until members
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tire courageous enough to tackle the posi-
tion and get down to the principles that
created it, instead of making all sorts of
temporary proposals to find a cure, we shall
have very little chance of getting any real
redress. If we look around we can see
esampics of what is going on. I do not
know but that Government departments are
not equally responsible for the creation of
the present position. In order to carry the
terrific burden that is imposed annually
111)01 it, industry is seeking every oppor-
tunity to reduce costs by the employment
oC mnechanical aids in industry and female
labour, which is both cheap and efficient.
I do not speak derogatively of female em-
ployinent. One can look into any emporium
or factory in the State and can there see,
every intention to reduce labour, or to make
the application .of labour simple and cheap.
These methods are adopted by all eon-
ecrued, and wisely so from their point of
view. Unfortunately manual lahour is lbe.
coming unnecessary. Each day it seemis
that wre are. going one step further in the
direction of its abolition. We know tha4

from time to time even the Government
finds it a problem to create jobs over
which it has control, and which will absorb
mainly labonr rather than give apptcation
to scientific invention. We shut out the
feats of science and ignore them. We shut
our eyes and try to get around the position
because of dire necessity. Each day science
will take its iplace in the production of goods
and iii rendering ser-icc to the colutry,
and1 nnemployment musmt or necessity in-
creas'. Thle mast pathetic part of it all is
that tb breadwinne.-, in the main the man-
ual labourer and mnskilled worker, is dis-
placed, because of industry making use of
mar-hine ' which can be controlled by girls
and chleap labour. This is brought about by
the. two principles I have enunciated. Tn
rflto exist because of taxation, bank
charzes; and overhead charges generally, the
PnilIo ' r is ohliitced to take all steps neces-
sary to bring dlown his costs to the lowest
possible ebb, so that lie mnay face these obli-
gationis. Even so, we hear of many case-, of
bankruptcy. How -much longer we are to
continue on these lines I am not prepared
to say-. If members were to read the circu-
lar iss ucd recently' by thle Bank of New
Southl wale's, they would believe we were
livinz in a wonderful state of prosperity.
The- bank has aqsessed million,. in the way of

increased assets and deposits, made huge
profits, and has put it all down to the won-
derful. recovery and great prosperity we are
enjoying to-day. I differ from the banks. I
appreriate the good services they render to
thle community but must protest against per-
nitting thesei people in the main to have
control of the credit issue as they have it
to-day. There lies the evil. Members may
complain until they are tired. Unless they
can show me definitely and emphatically how
the Government can do better, where it can
save money, where it has refused to spend
money, where it has refused to borrow all it
can get, or where its expenditure has been
unwise, I must support it. I am very frank.
I care not which Government is in power
or what the personnel of the Government is.
If it retains the orthodox system we are
living under to-day, it can do no better than
the Leader of the Government is doing to-
day. Membhers may go over the Revenue and
Loan Estimates and wilt see that very little
eorrection can be made. The Leader of the
Opposition might take a little from the in-
dustrialists and give it to the farmers or
mnight take a liltlc from here and give it
there. In the main the purchasing power of
the people wvill remain at its present ebb.
That ebb is laid down for us by the banks
which issue and control credit, which brings
money into circulation. This c redit is the
artery of industry and our economic life.
Whilst we allow private ownership in the
control of credit, we shall not get very far
along the road of progress. Sooner or later
we shall reach a crisis when the public will
wake up and realise the iniquitous system
under which they have been living for s',
niany years. They then miay in mass form
lake control of that which private enter-
pise has utilised for so long to its, own
advantage aind the detriment of the rest of
the community.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5.301: In
lsupporting the second reading I do not in-
tend to he so critical as the member for 'Mur-
ehison ('.%r. 'Marshall) was. Other countries
are attempting to achieve some of the
changes which the bon. member suggested
just now. If '.ew Zealand is able to show
the world something new to indicate how
loans should be raised and handled7 so much
the better ifor the world. As it happens, dur-
ing the last Federal election the people very
definitely decided in favour of a continuance
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of the presient system. 'Many of us are en-
deavouring to do what we can to make that
system work effectively. We should not
merely support the Loan Estimates, which
we have already dealt with, but we should
consider what advantages are to he derived
As a result of the passing of the present
Loan Bill. As a matter of fact, if anyone
cares to review the situation, hie will find that
a tremendous amount of good arises from
taxation as a whole. Instead of the Trea-
surer introducing taxing Bills almost in the
manner of a dentist wrho tries to be gentle
with his patients and extravt their teeth with
kindness, he should publicly broadcast the
great benefits the community enjoy from
taxation. The people should appreciate
what is happening. If we were to remove
taxation from the communityv and all the
social services they enjoy, -we would] live in
a terribly harassed country. If wre were to
remove all the present parks, railways, ship-
ping, pensions, post and telegraphs, schools,
the university, libraries, and all the other ser-
vices that could be mentioned, we would have
a very harassed-looking community. Private
enterprise to-day is absolutely dependent
upon this form of taxation. I could go so
far as to say that taxation is the most valu-
able form in which money is spent. "More
value is derived from the expenditure of
taxation than in connection with anything
else. Even with all the evils refei red to hby
the member for Murchison (Mr. M1arshall)
with regard to the Bill and the system con-
cerned, I still adhere to that statement. There
are certain tendencies of the systemn that I do
not deny, but the fact remains that rising
taxation each year must result from the loans
that have to be floated. That will have the
effect of taking, a larger amount of the
peoples' income in the form of taxation.
That is the tendency we have to face. It is
useless pretending we can hold taxation at
its present level7 and. go on increasinfr our
loan indebtedness. One member rigrhtly
pointed out that the present system,
whether we like it or not, is slowly forcing,
us towards a socialised State. It must occur
to us that to meet such loans, we pay taxa-
tion, both State and Federal, and the situa-
tion is such that we are gradually being
f orced to take an increasingly bigger propor-
tion of the total income of the people for ex-
penditure in the direction off taxation as a
whole, and in return we are providing all the
social services to which I have referred. It
is frequentty forgotten how enormously those

social services have expanded. If a system
of social insurance as welt as other proposals
along those tines are established, we must
reach a stage at which wve shall eventually
take 100 per cent. of the money earned by
the individual for the purpose of taxation,
and that ill mnean arriving At a socialised
State. We will not reach it in designed
form but in effect. People will find that all
their money will he taken from them, and
they will receive passes in return. A simple
instance to-day is furnished by tbe railways.
A number of persons hold passes that entitle
them to travel over the railways, but they are
at the same time heavily taxed. At the other
end of the scale, when they are, sent to jobs
in the country districts, unemployment relief
worker., also receive passes and are thereby
able to travel over the railways. Tf we take
that viewpoint with regard to taxation as a
whole, And visualise the position of loans in-
creasing and increasing with taxation increas-
ing- and increasing, the day will come when
the social services will he developed to such
a stage that they will practically represent
a scialiswd State. Very little will be left
outside that realm. In adding these few re-
marks to the debate on the Bill, I would re-
mind hon. members that no less an authiority
than Bernard Shaw, in one cof his latest
works, which he compiled after lie had
piractically finishied produceing his plays, tried
to point ont to the world that our- system,
with graduated taxation increasinix timie and
again aind the amount taken froin thec estates
of deceased persons also mounting up time
and Again, would mean that these returns to
the Treasnrv would have the effect of roakine
the 'work of persons at the top of the scale
of industry less attractive to thenm. TI' more
and still more is taken away from them, they
will become mere glorified workers and will
in effect ineree into the socialised State. In
those circumstances, I do not regard the posi-
tion as so desnerately unsatisfactory as the
miemaber for Murchisron would hare uts believe.
T think it was quite worth while for the
Federal Royal Commission to have investi-
gated the position to enable them to indicate
where improved results can be obtained, and
thus postpone the day of the sopialised State.
That is not to say. however, that the imposi-
tion of taxes that we experience year after
year will not-if not in Iform, then in tote
-drive us towards some condition of so-
cialisation. That is an alternative that should
give much satisfaction to members sitting on
the Government side of the House. Anyone
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who cares to contemplate the growth of so-
cial services during the last five or ten years,
not only here but throughout the world, in-
eluding Great Britain, will agree that that is
the direction in which we arc being driven.
The probability is that the position will not
be so bad in the near future, but as we stand
to-day it is inev itable in the long run. I
support the second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

31L 1 -LAKD TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Second Reading.

Debate resuined from the previous day.

HON. C. G. LATELAM (York) [5.401:
The measure is the usual taxing Bill that is
introduced each year, although, as the Pro-
mier explained, its farm is slightly changed.
That change, is due to the fact that the new
Income Tax Assessment Bill has been intro-
duced. As far as I can judge, the rates of
tax are the same-

The Premier: That is so.
Hlon. C. G. LATHAM: Provision is made

for the dividend! duties tax, which formerly
was included in a separate Act, and also for
the betting tax. In the circumstances, there
is no reason for me to take exception to
the Bill, because we have already author-
ised expenditure, and the Government must
bave the money.

Quest-ion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
M1r. Sleentan in the Chair; the Premier in

charge of the Bill.
Clauses I to 6-agreed dbo.

Schedule:
'Mr. SAMPSON: I tan pleased to note

that land is exempt from land tax if it is
used for the purpose of agricultural), pas-
toral, horticultural, apienitural, grazing,
pig-raising or poultry farming business.
Although such land is not subject -to the tax,
unfortunately assessment notices are issued
and many of the holders of sueb land are

not aware of the fact that, although they
receive assessments, they are not liable for
the payment of land tax. I mention1 this
phase in the hope that publicity muay be
given to the position in the interests of those
concerned.

Schedule put and passed.
Title--agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the

report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1937-St.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr. 5*
man in the Chair.

Public Utilities:

Vote-Railways, Tramways, Ferries and
Electricity Supply, £63,168,000:

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. IF. C. L. Smith-Brown HiDl-Ivan-
hoe) [5.451: These Estimates cover Rail-
ways, Trameways, Ferries and Electricity
Supply. It is anticipated that these four
concerns will odlect a. revenue of £,4,343%300,
and that the expendirture involvedI in earn-
ing such revenue will he £93,168,000. The
interest on the capital invested will absorb
£1,141,300, and if the figures are realised-
and there is every indication of their being
realised-there will he a surplus on the work-
ing of this department of £34,000. Dealing
with the Railways, the details are as follows:
Revenue £8,680,000, expenditure £2,676,000,
leaving a balance of £1,004,000 to meet an
interest charge of £1,020,000, or a loss, fromn
the Treasurer's standpoint, of £16,000. The
principal sources of earntings last year and
those estimated for the current year are as
under:-

Pasaenger and parcels ..
wheat
L4cal WWbe
Ijvestock
AH other
musohNwam

742,000 750.001)
314,000 514.000
288,000 M,000
141,000 140.000
123%000 1326000

1,666,000 1,669.000
179,000 18O,00

£W,462,000 £8,680,000

It will be seen that slight -increases are
forecat in passenger and parcels, local tim-
ber, all other, and miscellaneous earnings.
In the wheat receipts it is anticipated there
will be an increase of £200,000. The
present harvest prospects presage an
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even greater revenue from wheat than, is
allowed for in these Estimates. Under the
heading of Expenditure, the amount pro-
vided in the Estimates is £E2,676,000 as
compared with £2,691,698 actually spent
last year. Howvever, this latter figure in-
eluded £98,051 recoup, over and above the
£100,000 provided in the Estimates last
year. In the Estimates now under discus-
sion £100,000 is provided for recoup of be-
lated repair programme; therefore to comn-
pare both years from a Treasury standpoint
the £98,051 mentioned should be ignored.
If this be done, it wvill be found that in
the current year an increase in expendi-
ture of £82,353 is anticipated. This increase
will be necessary to deal with the additional
traffic foreshadowed. The Leader of the
Opposition, in commenting on the Railway
results in the Address-in-reply debate,
stated that the difference in water trans-
ported was 1,000 tons less in 1936-37 than
in the previous year. I should like to cor-
rect the wrong impression thus given. If
members will turn to page 77 of the annual
report of the Commissioner of Railways,
they will see that 91,839 tons of water
were hauled, as compared with 17,450 tons
in the previous year, an increase of over
74,000 tons. Only a few evenings ago I
had occasion to refer to various improve-
ments that had been made throughout the
service. The policy of making those im-
provements, so far as funds permit, is be-
ing pursued by the department, so it will
not be necessary for me again to reiterate
those improvements which have been made
and reported on from time to time by the
Commissioner in his annual report. Re-
grading and deviation improvements have
been made during the year ended the 30th
June. The details of costs, etc., and sav-
ings effected are as follows:-

Brunswick Junction-
col.....51,044

East Nortuum-Ooo
-ailing.....16,."3

AnalSvn
Annual I okn
Interest. Exes.

£
916 4,100

2,050 5,900

617 3.200

The whole of the arrears of work under the
heading of "belated repairs" were comn-
pleted during the year. In the current
Estimates, a further sum of £100,000 is
being provided from revenue to recoup the
funds advanced by the Treasurer to over-
take the arrears with which the present
Government were faced when assuming

office in 1933. Between Morawa and Mul-
lea, a distance of 69 miles, the 45-lb. rails
were replaced with 60-lb. rails, thus enab-
ling heavier engines to run through to Mul-
lewa. In several other sections replace-
ment of worn rails has been made, enab-
ling the speed of trains to be increased.
Quite a considerable amount of reballast-
ing was done dluring the year 1936-37 on the
goldields lines, and between Wyalcatchem
and Koorda. With the object of improv-
ing the running top of the track, camber-
ing of fish-plates was continued during the
12 months ended the 30th June, 1937, and
approximately 50,000 pairs of plates were
treated. The acute wvater shortage experi-
enced last year is dealt with at length in
the report of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways at pages 18 and 19. It will be seen
that quite a considerable sum of money is
being spent in water conservation through-
out the State. It is pleasing to record.
however, that at the present juncture water
haulage, which was found so costly last
year, has ceased for the time being. The
first of the ten new class "P" locomotives
will be completed by Christmas of this year,
and one per month will be made available
thereafter. The waggon stock, which shows
a reduction of 26 when compared with the
previous year, is somewhat misleading as
the stock written off was replaced by the
equivalent carrying capacity in new stock,
comprising 21Rb steel bogie waggons, SCxa
sheep waggons, Me~ four-wheeled wignons,
l0Ja water tanks, and a Qx well waggon.
At present 15Db and 7Vb covered vans are
being constructed to replace other obso-
lete stock. Tn addition to the foregoing, a
programme of construction of new rolling
stock is being undertaken, the detaills of
which are shown at page 27 of the annual
report of the Commissioner of Railways.
The Big Hell line was autborised, as most
members know, in October of last year, and
the first through train ran on the 310tb
December, 1936. The line was handed over
as portion of the Working Railways on the
2nd August last. and a regular timetable
has been maintained since that date. The
estimated results of the Traniwavs are:-

£
Revenue .- . 285,000
Expeniture . .. 214,000

71,000
Tnterest .. .. :oo
Profit . . 18,000
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Compared with last year, the revenue is
piractically similar, whilst expenditure is
.9,000 greater, due to basic wage increase
and maintenance generally. The first of the
ntew trolley buses for the Wembley section
should be in operation by Christmas, and it
is hoped to have the trolley buses for the
Claremont route in M31arch. The estimate of
revenue from the Ferries, is £8,300, and the
expenditure, which includes depreciation,
S5,000. Interest will absorb the remaining
£300, and so the operations of the Ferries
for the 12 months should balance. The
Estimate of revenue and expenditure of the
Electricity Supply for the year ending 30th
June, 198, is as follows:-

EReene
Expecdin-

Interest

£
370,000
0-. 20,000

100,000
68,000

£32,000

The revenue anticipated shows an improve-
incnt of £6,000 over that of last year. Ex-
penditure is practically the same as in 1936-
37, whilst interest consequent upon the
taking over of new plant in the latter part
of the fiscal year will be approximately
£6,000 greater. It is anticipated that the
new station "B" will be in commercial opera-
tion early in 1938. The member for
IKanowna (Mr. Nulsen) although not in a
critical mood said that something should be
(lone to bring about a regular shipping
service to the port of Esperance. This may
be very desirable, but it is not a matter for
the Government to arrange. The Govern-
ment has done its part by providing an
up-to-date jetty, and if the goldfields people
demanded that all their requirements be sent
by ship to Esperanee, that would go a long
way towards the establishment of a more
regular shipping service at that port. There
1mm; been over the years a good deal of con-
tention that the ports are not sufficiently
msed, not only in this State but in the other
States of the Commonwealth. I can recol-
lect the time when we on the goldfields used
to agitate for a railway to the port of Esper-
once so that we should be able to make use
of the natural harbour facilities existing
there, and thus bring in the commodities we
-required from oversen for the people of the
goldfields, through the port of Esperanee.
There was some difficulty iii getting the Go-
era ments of the day to agree to even build

a railway to Esperanee, and so make the use
of that port a possibility. Still, that is not
common to Esperance. There are many
other parts in Australia where the natural
facilities offered by ports were neglected. I
recollect many years ago the people of Port-
land, Victoria, sent a petition to Queen Vie-
toria for separation because the Government
of the day refused to build a breakwater out-
side the harbour of Portland into 50 feet of
wrater. The then Government also refused
to build a railway from Portland to Hamil-
ton, and from there on to Ararat and
through Wionnera, so that those places
might be served by the port. The same
thing- applied at Esperance, and there is a
difficulty there even to-day in respect to
shipping, because we find that the shipping
servics charge 10s. per ton more to bring
goods from the Eastern States to that port
than they do from the Eastern States to Fre-
mantle.

The 'Minister for Mlines: They have re-
duved their freight now by 5s.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
was not aware of that. The member
for K~algoorlie (M.Styants) mentioned
that no provision was made for sinkfing
fund for our loan indebtedness, This is
hardly in accordance with fact, as the.
Treasury sets aside each year a certain sum
for that p~urpose. Interest is debited on
tha original capital, and the asset is
kept up as near as possible to 100 per cent.
With regard to the decrease in rolling stock
the hon. member evidently overlooked the
fact that the carrying capacity of waggon
stock has not decreased. All that has hap-
pened is that obsolete stock has been re-
placed with up-to-date stock -with a greater
carrying, capacity. The member for Katan-
fling (Mr. Watts) stated that the trains
between Albany and Perth were nearly
always crowded and that second class pas-
sengers were compelled to sit up unless they
paid for sleeping- berths. He suggested that
passengers be compelled to hook a sleeper on
passenger trains. Every one will agree that
an excellent service is given along that line,
and that the service consequently is respon-
sible for maintaining- the patronage that is
extended to it by the public. The condition
mentioned by the hon. member is not com-
nuon to the Western Australian railways. I
should imagine without knowing for a cer-
tainty that it was so, that along that line
there must be passengers getting in and out
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of the train all the way along the route at
places like tiLatanning, Beverley and York.
Therefore many of them would not be on the
train long enough to avail themselves of a
sleeping berth, or to justify them in booking
a sleeper. Nor would they be on the train
long enough to warrant the complaint the
hon. member made about their being obliged
to sit up. Of course those people who had
booked sleepers would have ample sitting
room, because the first-class compartments
contain two bunks and the second-class com-
partments four bunks, and so only two and
four people respectively would occupy them
provided the sleeping barths had been
booked. Recently all the second-class sleep-
ers were converted to four-berth compart-
ments, and consequently it is possible to
give a service in which only four can occupy
a compartment in the second-class. Wheit
we criticise the facilities that are extended
to second-class passengers in this State, it
should be remembered that there are no
second-class sleepers in any other State of
the Commonwealth except Queensland, and
in that State where second-class sleeping
berths are booked the pasvsengers using them
must take with them their own rugs and pil-
lows. In Western Australia rugs and pillows
are provided. Furthermore, I can say with-
out fear of contradiction that considerably
m-j)rc people travel in Fecond-class compart-
nments in the other States than travel in
Western Australia.

Air. Styants: Do you know what they
charge in Queensland for sleepers?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
have not that information here. The member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie ('Mr. Lamnbert) sug-
gcste'l that the Railway;, Tramways and
Electricity Supply should be separately con-
trolled. That is not a new suggestion. It
has been put up before and it has been con-
sidered too, but at the moment it is thougact
by the present Government that the exist-
ing arranugement is the most suitable. The
hon. member also went so far as to say that
it took an hour to go from Perth to Clare-
mont by tram.

Mr. Marshall: Perhaps he got off at the
Captain Stirling.

The AIISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Perhaps he did. The hon. member, however,
makes statements in this House with a g-reat
deal of levity. Dealing with the refreshment
room tenders, to which the same member
also referred, I should like to inform him

tmi. &Sction 59 of the 1(ailways, Act gives
01i t unissioner power to call tenders and
lease any rt'freshnent Service as he may
thii hi. When the tenders are received
t.'-- are opened by two responsible officers.
lZ tm been the usual practice to select the

lug-s'st tenderer providled the person ten-
derng is considered satisfacutory. However,
.,u- the calling of tenders several retire-
meins from agreements have been made ow-
ing to the lessee being unable to make the
service pay, or perhaps in an endeavouor to
obtain a reduction in rent. In several of
those cases the highest tenderer, even though
he h1i, thle outgoing lessee, has not been ac-
cep~ted. In connection with refreshment
services generally those that are existing in
this State are sinvilar to those that exist
everywhiere else. Although there have been
complaints, there have also been commenda-
tions. That will always be the case in re-
spect to refreshment services. The services
are tontinually being inspected by Tailway
officials, and I should like to take this oppor-
tunity of indicating- also that there is more
than one lessee. Some people seem to have
the impression, avid sonic members also, that
one lessee is conducting, all the refreshments
services. That is not the ease. In the major
refreshment services, that is, rooms and
dining cars, of which there are 28, there
are no fewer than 21 lessees; and in the
minor services thle refreshment stalls-total-
liug 14, there are 141 different lessees. 'Mr.
German has eight, of the major leases
and one of the mninor. A further state-
nent was made by the member for
Y ilga rn- Cool ga rdic that the Railway De-
partument has let somic of its pr-
perty to Chinese. That is not in accord-
ance with fact. The mnember for Albany
(Mr. Hill)I, like his predecessor, is champion-
ing- the cause of hi9 home port for the ship-
inent of' wheat grown in the Albany zone.
lie also advocated that whseat tromn the Buln-
bury zone should be diverted to Albany. The
presenit Government has advocated, and for
that matter has definitely- arranged, that
all wheat should be sent to the nearest port
for shipment and p~reference in truck sup-
ply is given in this regard. But the Comn-
nns-ioner, being a common carrier, must ac-
cept trallie for any destination to which it
i,; eonsi-xrned;- therefore there may be a sl ight
diversion fromn the natural paint when the
last of the season's crop is being cleaned up.
0enernlly speaking the wheat-aequiri.,g
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agrents ship to the nearest port, and it is to
their advantage to do so as the freight is
choapEvr. The erection of saperphosphate
works at Albany is a matter over which the
Government haM no control, but should such
ivorkK hi' erected, the zone to which super
could be sent would terminate at Boyerine.

Sitt ing suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MiUNISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When judging oar railways and the under-
takings within their jurisdiction, hon. incus-
hers should bear in mind that the depart-
ment has vast distances to serve, and that
past policy in respect of railway service has
tended towards giving as many miles of line
as possible in order to provide a utility that
will assist in the development of the State.
Alter all, the talk about the potentialities
and possibilities of the country and its
natural resources means merely that those
potentialities and resources can be developed
only by the establishment of public utilities.
Tt is not much use our talking about poten-
tial population capacity. What we are con-
cerned, with is our actual population capa-
city, and that ito a great extent depends upon
our public utilities, and generally speaking-
is measured, by the actua number of people
in the State at any given time. We ha-ve
endeavoured through the length of railways
which we have built to increase our actual
population capacity. In that direction the
railways have done good service As in our
railway policy we have concentrated more
on extent, we cannot expect at a cost that
the State can reasonably afford to, have those
high standards which would have been prac-
ticable had we built only a half or a quarter
of the actual mileage. In that case rthe rail-
ways would not be able to render the same
service as they are now giving to the people.
As I pointed out the other night Western
Anustralia has 4,357 miles of railway, repre-
senting just over 100) persons to the mile.
Nowhere else in the world does such a ratio
exist When members talk about improving
our standards and visuailise trains running
at (the rate of 50 or 60 miles an hour, it is
just as well for them to recollect that in
order to bring our system up to a standard
where such speeds are practicable, an ex-
penditure of millions of pounds is involved.
This would result; in a. measure of taxation,
to meet the interest, which Western. Aus-
tralia could not afford. The Commissioner

of Railways and generally the departmental
officers who are chtarged with the control and
management of the system are seined with
the desirability of improving the system
from every standpoint so far as possible.
The extent to which that improvement is
practicable depends upon the amount of loan
money that can be made available for the
purpose. To me personally it seems thut we
must hasten slowly and live within our means.
We must realise that, after all, Western
Australia with its huge area is still in a very
early stage of economic development. I do
submit however, that the department as a
whole is running a service in as able a mwr-
ner as possible with the standards which we
have set up nd with the funds that are
available. Generally speaking,'the people of
Western Australia, having regard to the
stage of economic development we have
reached, should be well satisfied with the rail-
way service that in rendered. I feel sure
that all round the service is giving satisfac-
tion, and I submit the Estimates for the
approval of the Committee.

MR. THORN (Too dysy) [7.36] : I appre-
ciate the difficulties of our Railway Depart-
ment, in view of the large areas it has to
serve. I also realise that the department
is doing its best. It has been faced with
many difficulties and problems during the
past year or two, owing to the drought con-
ditions prevailing in the outer areas. The
railways have done well to keep up water
supplies to farmers who found themselves
in difficulties in that 'regard. I also appre-
ciate the action of the Commissioner and
his staff in introducing Diesel cars. Recently
I had the opportunity of taking a trip to
Pinjarra with the Minister and his officers
in a Diesel car, and I am convinced that
these cars are an excellent job, nicely done
tip anti with comfortable seats. They will,
I feel sure, prove a handy addition to our
railways in doing away with unnecessary
haulag e as regards passenger service. Un-
doubtedly they are a step in the right direc-
tion. That is all I have to say about the
railways. The re4a question I want to
deal with is electricity supply. I support
the member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) as re-
gards the case he put up for the extension
of electric lighting in the Hills districts.
I was astounded at the remarks of the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
bert) expressing doubt concerning the sin-
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cerity of the member for Swan in his efforts
to have tie electric light service extended.
Members on the Opposition side of the
Chamber know perfectly wvell that for years
past strenuous efforts have been made to
secure that convenience. It was ungenerous
of the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie to
refer to the member for Swan as interested
only in his own small, parochial affairs.
That is not the ease at all. The member
for Swan is at much bigger mn than that.
I can say on his behalf that he was quite
sincere in the request he put up to the
Minister. One need only glance around
the outer areas to realise the great conveni-
ences that electricity represents to the
people on the land. To-day they have to do
without numerous conveniences in the way
of kelvinators, electric irons and cookers,
and, the bigget benefit, electr-ic light. Again,
these people ai-e chiefly primary proihwers,
and for the most part desirous of having
the use of power to irrigate their holdings.
All these remarks apply to my own district.
Over quite a large portion of it power has
been extended; hut we would like to see
a further extension, because during the last
few years the district has definitely proved
what it can do with the aid of irrigation.
A yeai- or two ago I had the privilege and
pleasure of taking the Premier out to my
district to see what irrigation has achieved
there. On one holding of less than
20 acres of vines production was increased
fourfold by irrigation. This year the gross
takings of that vineyard of less than 20
acres amount to over V5,000. Irrigation has
done that. Therefore I do appeal to the
Minister that when the power house is oper-
ating to its full capacity he will give earn-
est consideration to the extension of this
highly useful facility. Thq Perth City
Council and the Fremantle City Council
have always been able to secure whatever
power they wanted. When we see the ex-
tension to Rockingham and the miles and
miles of untenanted areas through which
the cables pass on their way to Rocking-
ham, at tremendous expense, we realise that
it is time the department looked in other
directions. I desire to bring under the
notice of the Minister the position at
Waterman's Bay. It is absolute red tape
that a service should be extended through-
out an area within the Perth City Council
boundaries and that it should stop there,
although there are a few people over the

[80]

boundary requiring- the convenience. The
Governnment will not allow the Perth City
Council to make the necessary extension.
The (;overnment will not authorise an ex-
tension over a few hundred yards.

Mr. 'Marshall: The Perth City Council
cannot extend. You mean the Perth Road
HoardI

Mr. THOlIN: No. The Perth City Coun-
cil cannot extend beyond its boundaries
into the Wanneroo Road Board area. All
over Waterman's Bay and North Beach
street lights are required. The last street
light is on the Beach-road, the boundary
between the Perth and Wanneroo road dis-
tricts. Of late years some 10 or 12 nice
houses have been erected in the Wanneroo
district just a few chains outside
the Perth Road Board boundary.
Because those houses happen to be
the small distance of two or three
chains beyond the Perth Road Board
boundary, they have to remain in utter dark-
ness so far as; regards electric light. A re-
quest has been made to the Perth City Con-
cil to mnake the extension and charge the
Wanneroo Road Board with the cost, -but
because the Government will not allow the
extension beyond Perth boundaries, the resi-
dents in those houses cannot enjoy the privi-
lege of electric light. The Perth City Coun-
cil is quite prepared to supply the con-
venience.

Mr. Marshall: It is not the Government
that is stopping it, but the Act.

Mr. THORN: The Government could
quite easily grant permission to extend. That
is within the Government's power. The occu-
pants of those houses write to the depart-
ment requesting that authority be given for
the making of the small extension, but the
department replies regretting that it cannot
do so. If I am wrong the Minister will tell
me so, but I think I am right. Then we have
the district of Wanneroo, which produces
practically all the vegetable requirements of
this State. There is a lotitof land there that
could be brought into production if power
were available, and the Wannerco Road
Board is anxious to have an extension of
power in its district. I introduced a depu-
tation to the Minister and he gave considera-
tion to the matter, but pointed out that it
was a costly proposition to make an exten-
sion over such a great mileage. I hope that
when the Government gets the power house
working to its full capacity, it will be able
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to give this district that convenience. The
road board put up a proposition of finding
a certain amount of money and rating the
people accordingly. I know that from his
experience the Minister is aware what a wou-
deiful convenlienice electric power is to the se
people, and I hope that in the near fuluni
it will be possible to give them the facilityv
they seek.

MR. WARNER (Aft. Marshall) [7.47]:
A lot was said about the railways during the
debate onl the nmotion by the member for Pin-
gelly (11r. Seward) for the appointment of
a Royal Commission. A good deal of in-
formation has been given and it is unneces-
sary for me to cover the same ground. I am
glad about the introduction of the Diesel
engine. I had the pleasure of making a
trip in one of the Diesel coaches and I
realise its efficiency and the comfort in tra-
veiling it wvill afford passengers. I believe
it is one of the units of the railway service
that will be greatly appreciated not only in
the outer metropolitan area but throughout
my district, where one of the coaches is to
be run. I am sorry that the Minister could
not see his way clear to have another put onl
the Lake Brown-Bullfinch line, but I hope
that when the coaches are in use he will be
able to give that line a trial and see whether
it will not prove a paying proposition there
also. The introduction of these coaches will
provide a quick journey to Perth and back
for farmers who wish to travel on business.
A number of trains on these lines have been
cancelled and the sooner they are replaced
by these fast-running coaches, the sooner
people will have the convenience they need.
The coaches will not have the space to carry
large quantities of perishable commodities,
but a certain amount of room in this regard
will be provided by their introduction for
people who have been inconvenienced since
some of the trains have been taken off the
lines. Since the fast trucks that took perish-
tables and fruit and perishable foodtuffs
forced off the roads, many people have suf-
fered hardships in not being able to get vege-
tables and fruit and perishable foodstuffs
through, as was possible when the light
trucks were on the road. The coaches wvill
serve the purpose, and I am sure that when
they are in commission, the farmers will
understand that they must be given patron-
age. They have been informed by the
member f or Avon (31r. Boyle) and myself
that it is up to them to see that these coaches

are kept running, betamte people in other
parts of the State are anxious to get this
class of train into their districts. I am
pleased to learn it has been decided to repair
the running yards at Goomalling- siding.
That is something wye have needed for a con-
siderable time, and it is pleasing to know that
the Minister is able to put the work in hand
at last. I am sorry he could not give atten-
tion to the Goomalling railway station as
well. The building there now looks as if it
had been erected when the devil was a boy.
As a matter of fact, it was there when the
line was first put down, and it is unsightly
when viewed from the buildings onl the main
street facing it. I thank the 'Minister for the
wvork lie is undertaking and I trust he will
give consideration to the advisability of pro-
viding another Diesel coach on the other loop
to which I have referred, because the people
there are much inconvenienced by the trans-
port regulations and by the removal of a
number of trains from those lines.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [7.52]: 1 hope
to have an opportunity to reply to the
speech made by the 'Minister the other night
on my motion for the appoinhurent of a
Royal Commission to inquire into the man-
agement and working of the railway system.
I want, however, to avail myself of this op-
portunity to contradict the innuendo the
Minister made the other night that in brin-
ing what I regard as reasonable complaints,
and suggesting improvements in the rail-
ways, 1, ipso facto, would be the Comumis-
sioner, and also to contradict the Premier's
assertion that I am opposed to the railways.
I probably know considerably more about
the railways from the users' point of view
than either the Mfinister or the Premier, by
reason of the fact that I use the railways
considerably more than they do. W"hen T
say the railways, I mean the passenger trains
an d the mixed trains. Naturally, the 'Minis-
ter and the Premier arc busy men, and if
they go to the country time does not permit
of their going by train very often. If they
do travel by train, they travel in the express
train, in order to get to their destination and
to return quickly. To keep abreast of the
requirements of my electorate, however, I
use the mixed trains frequently, and also in
my operations as a farmer I use the railways
as a consignor. I therefore claim to have a
fair knowledge of the working conditions
of the railways, and deem it my duty to my
constituents-. when I see what I regard as
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faults, to bring them under notice and to
make any helpful suggestions which occur
to me. It is only in that spirit that I have
brought suggestions forward. The 'Minister
said to-night that members are urging an
improvement of our standards in order to
bring the speed of the trains to 40 or 51D
miles an hour. He never heard me make
such a ridiculous suggestion. I -do say that
the running, times can be considerably
speeded up by the cutting out of unnecessary
stoppages, but anybody who has any deal-
ings with the railways knows that the speed
of the trains is greatly regulated by thea size
of the rails, and we have not the heavy rails
which obtain elsewhere to enable our
trains to attain a speed of 40 or 50 miles an
hour. By cutting out unnecessary stoppages
for refreshments, and for other purposes, it
would be possible to improve the running
time. Since f moved my motion for the
appointment of a Royal Commission, a sug-
gested time table and routes for the Diesel
ears have been made public. I asked a qlues-
tion along those linies some time back and I.
think the information was made available a
day or two ago. As members will know, it
is proposed to use Ifour of those coaches on
the main lines, and to do a-way with fast
passenger trains to enable the coaces to
run. As a user of country lines, I regard
that as a mistake. The passenger train on
the Great Southern, which is going to be
displaced by one of the Diesel coaches, is a
good passenger train. I have no fault to
find with it. It runs as spedily as the ss
tent, will permit, and if some of the unneces-
sarv refreshment stoppages were cut out,
and stoppages at certain other stations were
curtailed, that train would arrive at Narrogin
much earlier than it does at the present time.
Instead of arriving at Narrogin at 3.30 it
could get there at 2.30. If the Diesel cams
were used on the spur lines, their departure
could be made to coincide with the arrival
at 'Narrogin of the passenger train, and
people would be enahied to reach Kondinin
-80 or 90 miles out-on the same day that
the passenger train left Perth. That is to
sa-y that people living on the branch lines
would be able to get home from Perth on the
day they left Perth, and to leave their homes
and reach Perth in one day. That would be
a considerable improvement and would ag-
meat the patronage accorded the railway
system by passengers. At present it requires
four days to get from Kondinin to Perth
and hack. That involves a stay overnight at
the hotel in Narrogin, which is an inconveni-

enice to women and children, Were the
Diesel ears used on the branch lines to con-
nect up with the fast passenger trains on
the mnain lines, they would serve a much more
useful Purpose in the way of attracting
patronage to the railways. Another line in
the samne position as the Koadinin line is
the line to Corrigin which is 150

ifles. from Perth. Kondinin is 185 miles
distant from Perth. It requires two days
to get to Perth from Corrigin and two days
to return. It is that sort of thing that mili-
tates against the successful running of the
railways. It is important to give up-to-date
transport to people living on the spur lines
who have to put up with slow railway trans-.
port4 because of the fact that at present
practically all are mixed trains running on
those linies. I hope, with the previous
speaker and the Minister, that the Diesel
cars will prove a success, but I am not san-
guine that they will prove a great success
on a long run such as that from Perth to
Katanning. I am afraid the distance is too
great. agree that the cars are comfort-
able for short journeys. I had the
pleasure of accepting an invitation to
travel in one to Pinjarra, and found
it a great improvement on the present
trains. But -whether the Diesel coaches are
going to be suitable for a run of 200 miles
is Opieii to question. I hope I shall prove to
be wrong, but I think they aie more suited
to the branch linies, aind are better for short
than for long journeysi. I am surprised to
know that two of these coaches are to tbe
runl from Perth to Katenning and
York and two from Perth to Merre-
din in view of the fact that the two
latest reports of the Commissioner
stated that they were to be stationed at
country centres with the idea of making
countryv travel mnore attractive to residents
in country districts. I hope that in the
near future the Commissioner will be able
to see his way clear to station those ears at
cbuutry junctions and run tihem on the
branch lines, so that travellers in country
districts may be able to use them instead of
the mixed trains they have to use at pre-
sent. A few days ago I asked a question
of the Minister regarding the use of open
trucks for the transport of sheep. I ex-
pressed the hope that that practice would be
discontinued. As I pointed out the other
night, I do not held the Commissioner of
Railways solely responsible for the using of
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the open trucks. If he received a little more
co-operation from stock agents, particularly
in the matter of their arranging sales in
country districts, his work would he con-
siderably lightened. The stock agents, in
my opinion, are in duty bound to assist the
Commissioner in that way. That, however,
is not of mnuch use to the fat lamb raiser
when he finds it necessary to load his fat
lambs into a steel. truck, as happened at
Pingelly recently. We have heard various
eulogistic remarks passed regarding the pro-
gress of the fat Iamb-raising industry' It
is hoped this year to export no fewer than
250,000 carcases to the Old Country, and
this f rom an industry that has grown up in
the last half dozen years. In competing
with the fat lambs of the world a couple of
months ago at Smithfield, Western Aus-'
tralia, topped the market, which shows the
degree of excellence that the industry has
reached. But there are very great difficul-
ties to be overcome by the growers before
they are able to put a first-rate carcase, on
the London market. The grower first has
the breeding of the lamb and then the care
after the lamb is horn, and the bringing of
it to a high standard in a short space of
time. Also he has the handling of the lamb,
which is most important of alt, so important
that practically all the fat lambs trans-
ported by railway arc conveyed to the sid-
ings by motor truck in order to avoid un-
necessary travelling, unnecessary handling,
and the knocking about that would other-
wise result At most of the country
sidings a list of "Don'ts" is exhibited,
"Don't use sticks to prod lambs,; don't use
dogs that bite; don't catch the lambs by the
wool," etc. Al! these precautions, of course,
are necessary. But -when a grower arrives ast
the siding on a hot day with lambs in the
pink of condition and finds that he has to
put them into a steel-lined truck -with sides
five feet high and a steel floor, and with the
sun beating down on them, he realises that
he might as well put thenm in an oven. They
have a 12-hour journey to Midland Junction,
and an extra journey to the abattoirs, and
the growers do not feel very pleased when
such trucks are provided. The lamibs suffer
severely. M1embers can imagine what a steel
floor is like after the lambs have been in the
truck a quarter of an hour. There is nothing
to give them a grip, and when the trucks
containing the lambs were hooked on to the
train, the lambs were shot from one end of

the truck to the other. In saying this, I amn
not exaggerating. Let me quote from a
letter written to a stock agent by a mtan who
had to send his sheep in one of those trucki
the other day. The letter was written from
Rurekup, and read-

Confirmting my telephone conversation of
Friday last, whent 1 reported that there wore a
number of sheep dead in the trucks from
Onowaugerup, I now have to state that there
wvere 12 dead when they arrived, and five more
have since dlied. Nine others were badly dam-
aged, bot as T have managed to get these upon
their feet, no doubt they will survive. The
sheep arrived in a shockiug manner, and it is
hard to realise that the Railway Department
could treat stock in such a manner. They were
placed iii long trucks, Ra and Rb, and as there
were no cleat;, they were unable to get a grip
on the bottomn of the trucks. One truck had
an iron floor. It appears that the trucks were
very badly handled during transit, as in both
ends of each truck there were a number of
sheep down, due no doubt to the rough manner
in which the train was handled which caused
thenm to pile up when stopping or starting.
One would expect that when the Railways sup-
plied suck unsuitable trucks they would at
least have inspected them on the journey. I
regard it as criminal negligence on the part of
the Railway Department to handle stock in
such a manner, and I think the official. respon-
sible richly deserves a flogging.

The Minister for Railways: They were not
fat lamibs.

Mr. SEWARD: No, they were sheep. Ilam
not blaming the Commissioner of Railways
entirely. The stock agents must accept their
share of blame, because they do not regulate
their stock sales in the country. We find
thousands of sheep being offered in one
locality ou successive days so that all the
trucks arc going out. In answer to a ques-
tion a few days ago, the Minister stated that
when one big sale was held the trucks were
ordered only on the day of the sale. That
was not fair to the Commissioner; he should
have received longer notie. On the other
hand, I went to the Comnmissioner two years
ago and asked him to place an official on
each stock train running to M1idland to look
at the sheep at each stop and ensure that
they were on their feet. If that were done,
the number of deaths would be minimised.
If a sheep gets down, it is trodden on by the
others, and unless there is somebody avail-
able to put it on its feet, it is either killed or
arrives at its destination in so stained or
mutilated a condition that instead of bring-
ing 34s. or 35s. it brings about 12s.

Mr. Thorn: I have known them go for
half-a-crown.
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'Mr. SEWARD: Suich an experience is a
big knock for a consignor. It is my duty to
bring these matters forward. When a man
baa one experience of that kind, he does not
foil to profit from it, and the chances are
that for the future he sends his sheep by
motor truck. About two months ago I left
on a Wednesday morning to attend one of
the country shows. We left Midland
Junction at 8.30 aim., half-an-hour after the
fat stock sales had started, and between Mid-
land Junction and the Lake Hostel we passed
no fewer than ten motor trucks laden with
sheep and lambs. That represents a loss to
the railways, and it should be stopped. I
doubt whether any member would go so far
as I would to prevent unfair road competi-
tion with the railways, but when the railways
mete out such treatment as I have described
to consignors of sheep, growers must con-
sider their own interests. Consequently, in-
Atead of sending their stock by railway, they
are inclined to send themn hy niotor truck. I
hope the Commissioner will place an emiee
on each stock train bound for Mfidlad Junc-
tion, so that at each stop he may go along
the trucks and see that the sheep are on their
feet. That would be a great improvement
and would save a considerable amount of
the injury that sheep suffer at present. In
the report of the Commissioner of Railways
for this year, and also in the Loan Estimates,
I was pleased to note that provision is being
made for the construction of additional Oxa
trucks.. The Minister to-night gave the nin-
ber as five. I pointed out earlier that in the
last six or eight years the fat lamb industry
has increased to the extent of exporting
250,000 carcases over and above what was
being produced previously. That is an encr-
mous increase in the number of larnbs for
the department to handle; yet 'the iticrease
in the number of wagons has not been g-reat.
In 1031 there was a total of 387 sheep
wagons, while to-day the total is 447, an in.
crease of only 60 in seven years- In the
last four years the figures have been 436,
436, 442 and 447. The 'Minister, in reply to
a question by the member for Irwin-MNoore
a few days ago regarding the number of
trucks, made what to mae seemed a mislead-
ing statement. In his reply he made men-
tion of the fact that_- assuming all the
sheep wagons were 4-wheeled vehicles, 'here
wras a certain number on hand, but that made
69 more trucks than the department actually
had. The 69 are all of the big size, so that

instead of having 516 trucks, we have 447.
Of course 447 is the proper basis. 1~f a maw
wants a truck and one of the smualler Ikind
is not available, he has to take a larger one.
The point I want to make is that greater
provision should be made by the constnie-
tion of new trucks if the department is going
to retain this stock traffic. An increase of
only 11 trucks since 1934 does not repieseiit
the provision that is necessary 'to handle the
extra trade. I know that the Government
is limited by finance, but I hope the Min-
ister will take this matter uip with the Cojm-
missioner of Railways and ensure that more
of the smaller trucks are provide& Since
1933, when we got 'the first of the Oxa tracks,
the number has bcen built up to, 38. The
C class of trucks has decreased from !11 in
1933 to 77; the Cx trucks have decreased
from 220 to 213, and so the increse in the
total number of trucks is only 11 in the last
four years. I hope the D& ~tr will talk
the matter over with' the Premier with a view
to utilising a greater amount of money to
provide additional sheep tracks, because I
am. convinced that this would redound to the
beniefit of stock owners and bring better re-
suits to the railways. IIVhen a man has one
hadf experience of having to transport sheep
in steel trucks, it takes a lot 'to miake him do
it again. Many growers, after one experi-
ence of the kind, have transportedl their
sheep by road- The owner whose let ter I
have quoted would have taken them by road
but he thought that sruitable trucks wonid
be provided, and he did not make the nenis-
sary arrangements for road transport. If
that dliffiulty can be overcome by the pro-
vision of more truceks, and the Connusioner
can impress upon the stock agents the ad-
visability of co-operating with him by spread-
ing the sales in the country, good will result
not only to the growers hut to the railways.

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.12]: We have
hadl a long period of discouragment in re-
speet to the extension of electric current,
hat to-night I have been considerably heart-
ened by the optimistic expressions of the
Miniistar for Railways under whose deppart-
ment the electricity supply comes.

Mr. Styants: Is this a swan song?

Mr. SAM1PSON: The Minister told us
that the profit of the department was £32,000
less £6.000 for interest, a net profit of
£26,000. The fact that the Minister has ex-
pressed himself in such optimistic terms
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prompts the belief that at long lest the in-
activity of the department in the mnatter of
extensions has come to an end, Thi will
have a wider effect than the mere earning of
£20,000 profit, because it will make for suc-
cess in many instances where at present suc-
cess is impossible. I have often felt that
it was a great pity that legislation obtaining
in other countries regarding the extension
of electric current did not also apply to the
extension of current even when the control
was, exercised by the Government. In other
countries where Acts of Parliament provide
for concessions, it is a condition that exten-
sions be made where such are justified. We
know that extensions are justified in this9
country. I feel very encouraged now be-
cause of thie reference made by the Minister
to the profit earned during the past 12
months. This wilt mean new life to those;(
who are located in the outer suburban area.
In many instances they have been precluded
from -achieving any dlegree of suecc~s Ibc-
eaue the newrer to cimable them to raise
-water for their crops haq been denied to
them.

MR. MCLAR.TY (31 nurrny-Wcllingtoa)
1.8.161: 11 it the intention of the Railway
Department to do anything with the old
railway bridge at East Perth" This struc-
ture has not been used for some years. It
is now in a dilapidated state and constitutes
an eyesore: It has been burned during the
summer, and timber has floated down the
river during the winter. Some use could be
made of the timber, if only,, as firewood f or
a deseYving institution iii the metropoli-
tan area. The bridge has also become dan-
gerous. One sees children trying to cross
it, although there are huge holes in it. It
is time something was (lone to put this mat-
ter righOt.

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) [8.17]: 1
-would appreciate a statement fromn the MAin-
ister indicating whether there is any possi-
hilitv in the near future either of extending
the train service to No. 3 estate, M1t. Lawley,
alonz the Walcott-street line, or preferably
of installing a trolley bus service there. The
Minister wonid agree, from his knowledge of
the position, that that portion of the area
is almost entirely dependent upon the trans-
port arrantrerents provided by the Tramway
Department. Whilst I realise there are num-
erous4 calls upon the revenue of the depart-

ment in other parts of the metropolitan
area, I do think the peolple concerned, on
account of the disability I bare mentioned,
are entitled to some consideration. I admit
the Minister has given certain consideration
to the proposal, hat up to the present no-
thing has materialised. I urge upon the
Minister that be should give this matter
prompt consideration. I hope in the near
future some extension of the service will be
made though whether by the tram service
or a trolley bus s4ervice I do not very much
care. Apart from this project in the imme-
dliate locality to which I have referred, the
Minister knows there is a proposal to join
up the tramwvay service which extends to
ChZLles-strcet on the North Perth side, hut
he aid his officers are better able to decide
upon that than I am. Another matter to
which I would refer is the enforcement of
the regulation regarding conductors en the
trains. I would instance the 'No. 18 section,
the Rca ufort-street line. I have noticed that
since the rengulation has been eniforced, and
especially at peak pieriods, the conductors
have an almost impossible task to collect the
fares. 'When a tram conmes to a street, where
p)assen~eis are getting off or comning in, the
coindaptor has to return to the back platform
to g-ive the "right-of-war." Possibly the
Mlinister will tell us that that is a measure
of safety, but I assure him it is eausing a
great deal of inconvenience and delay to the
service. I hope he will he able to show good
reasons for the enforcement of the regula-
tion. It is certainly a cumbersome- One and
causes much delay, especially on an import-
ant route such as this, and at peak periods.
All along that road there is a great deal of
traffic. At peak periods especially, the de-
lays airc most noticeable. I hope the -Min-
ister will be able to reply on these points.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [8201: 1 wish
to make some reference to the tram service.

M1r. Lambert: You never could resist
tempj-tation.

McI-. CROSS: A large meeting of people
was held in South Perth the other night.
The Minister w;ill have to give some atten-
tion to making the tramway service to that
part of the- metropolitan area more frequent.
I should like to know what he proposes to
do. I warn him that before long& he will he
called upon to receive a deputation, and it
is, Just as well that he shbould take steps
now to improve the service. The temper of
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the people in that locality will not for long
tolerate the present slow and infrequent ser-
A-ice. The power house improvements are
alitiost completed. People in the outer sub-
nubs cousider they are entitled to seine relief
from the prices now charged for electric cur-
rent. I refer to the areas on the Fremnantle
side of the Canning Bridge, to 'Mt. Pleasant,
Applecross, Queen's Park and Cannington.
People there are paying 5d. per unit for
light and current. Seeing that the Govern-
meat will effect a saving in the cost
of producing current it should be able to
reduce the price to these people.

Mr. North: Are they getting current re-
tail fromt the Government?

Mr. CROSS : Yes. What does the M1inister
propose to do about extending the electric
main for another half-mile to Mft. Pleasant?
The other night I complained about water
,supplies there but the Minister wvas not pre-
sent, althoug'2'h lie is in his seat tonight. Quite
recently telephone facilities were extended to
MAt. Pleasant. There are many people who
want to instal pumps and drive themr with
electric current, and for that reason desire
an extension of the main to Mt. Pleasant.

Mr. Lambert: Where is that?
Mr. CROSS: After the Electoral Act is

passed it will be outside my electorate. I
wvant to have this work done before I take
over my new seat. 3it. Pleasant is so rear
to the metropolis that it is imperative that
tin' people should be given facilities that are
already extended to more sparsely populated
disticts. I hope the _Minisqter will say
whether it wvill be possible to make the ex-
tension before Christmas. If the telephone
can be extended to that district it ought to
be possible for electric light to be extended!.
Two residents of the district asked me to
interview the department the other day.
They said they did not desire to put in their
own plant. The parties concerned are pre-
pared to pay portion of the cost, but asked
me what that amount would be. I said the
cost would bep £600 or £600. One woman
said she was prepared to put in £100 if tbs
Government could not afford the whole
amnount. That sort of thing should not be
necessary. I have often complained about
the lack of facilitic at 11t. Pleasant. I am
tired of complaining to the department, and
of going to the department and to the Mlin-
ister. I hope this extension will be rantedt
this time, for if not I shall have a lot to say
on. .:ome future nceam;;on.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [8.25]: I won-
der whether the Railway Department is
on an equal footing with private firms with
respect to replacing its engines, etc. I
notice from the returns that no provision
is made for a sinking fund. We are slowly
paying off our old debts, debts that have
leen incurred partly because of the pur-
chase of engines, etc. I do not know whe-
ther the department is getting a fair crack
of the whip. The railways of the State
represent, roughly one-third of the total
(lebt, and the department should be receiv-
ing one-third of the benefit of the sinking
fund. It would then be in a better posi-
tion, perhaps, to scrap its old locomotives,
although these are being kept in very
good condition, and to write them off, as
wvould be done in the case of private com-
panies.

M r. Lambert: They do get the benefit
of it.

Mr. NORTH: The ordinary elector does
not know of these matters. One reply to
my question may be that the Railways are
not showing a profit over and above their
interest commitments, etc., and therefore
would not be entitled to the beniefit of the
sinking fund. My view is that they are en.
titled to that benefit. They are meeting
their full interest year by year on the
capital fund, and we as a State are also
paying off our debt by degrees. Why
should not one-third of the sinking fund
on the total debt be available to the Minis-
ter for Railways, so that if he decided to
build new trucks, carriage, locomotives,
etc., of the latest pattern, he would be in
a position to get rid of the old stock with-
out impoverishing the department?

Mr. Lambert: They would make good
ba thing boxes at Cottesloe.

Mr. NOR1TH: And I should like to see
the hon. member swimming from them. It
may be said that new engines are built
from time to time. I have an idea there is
a tendency in the department to maintain
a lot of the plant long after it could
economically be scrapped. Because the
Railways are not able to get a reduction
in their debt from the sinking flund they
hesitate to make replacements. I support
the eulogies that have been passed on the
way the department attempts to handle a
difficult proposition, in a State with the
smallest population per railway mile in the
world. In regard to trolley buses, it is still
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Urged in the Claremont electorate that,
although people are looking forward to the
arrival of trolley buses, those who wish
to travel by means other than trolley
buses, say around by way of Karrakatta
or along some other route, should be al-
lowred to use buses apart from the trolley
service. I do not think the Minister him-
self could do anything unless he is prepared
to have the law amended, or to use his in-
fluence with the Transport Board. Resi-
dents of Claremont cannot see why, if they
desire to travel in some other direction,
they should not be allowed to do so without
penalty. I also wish to refer to the sale
of current by the Govie~ynment to the Cot-
tesloe Municipality. The current has been
retailed there for many years. The rates
are 1 d. for light, and Id. for
power. The Government also under-
takes to light the district. 'For the
last few years the lighting of the
district has improved in many directions.
Owing to the mast motor traffic and the larger
crowds of people to be handled, it is most
desirable to instal a better system of lighting.
Cottesloe is certainly being retarded in its
progress because the municipality is a cus-
tomer of the Government and is under a
definite contract with the Government regard-
ing street lighting. The municipal -author-
ities have no power to improve the efficiency
of street lighting, bunt merely have the
right to pay so much per light and take what
the Government chooses to provide. During
the last few years lighting methods have im-
proved tremendously, ,and the Cottesloe
municipality desires to beniefit by those im-
provemnents, but does not know how it can
be done because of the existing contract with
the Government, which has 21 years to go.
Theme should be a way out of the difficulty.
It has been suggested that the Government
may agree to abolish the existing agreement
and supply the municipality with current in
built. Another suggestion is that the Gov-
ernment may take a lump sum in order to
allow the agreement to go by the board and
permit the municipality to meet its obliga-
tions under the agreement by means of a
loan. Naturally the council is anxious not to
make any inroads into the profits the Governi-
ment can make under the agreement but is
desirous of bettering the street lighting sys-
tem. The authorities desire to do that with-
out being, penalised with regard to price.
Another suggestion is that the lighting rate

could be lowered and that step has been
urged on a previous occasion by the member
for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin).
The matter is vital to the Cottesloe munici-
pality because larger crowds have to be dealt
with at that centre than at any other resort.

Mr. Lambert: Cottesloc is in the same posi!-
tion as Claremont and other places.

Mr. NORTH: No, there is quite a differ-
encee. The Claremont Municipal Council
buys current in bulk from the Perth City
Council direct and makes its own plans for
street lighting. The Cottesloe Municipal
Council has to accept the street lighting pro0-
vided by the Government on fixed terms. I
have explained that the Cottesloc people de-
sire better lighting arrangements, but do not
know how it can be done without upsetting
the whole agreement.

Mr. Lambert: Did you fix up that agree-
mient when you were M1ayor of Cottesloe I

Mr. NORTH: It was fixed up many' year,
ago and at that time it was a good agree-
ment. Since then street lighting methods
have improved everywhere, and there is no
reason why Cottesloe should lag behind. It
is therefore desired by some means to a-
range with the Government for the improved
lighting of the district.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) (8.33]:
Before dealing with the Railway Estimates,
I wish to make an explanation and a cor-
rection of a statement I made in the House
during the debate in connection with the
proposal to appoint a Royal Commission to
inquire into the management and working
of the State railway system. I spoke of the
tractive force and weight of the South
African engines compared with those of the
locomotives used by the W.A.G.R. I said
it was a mystery to me how the engineers
who constructed the South African engines
were able to get so much greater tractive
force from the weight of those engines than
was possible with our local engines. I spoke
as a practical man. However, I was quoting
figures from the report of the Commissioner
of Railways in South Africa and I find that
in two very material ways the authorities
there adopt a system different from that
whbich we follow here. In the first instance,
they compute the weight of their locomnotives
on a basis of 2,000 lbs. to the ton. In my
remarks I calculated on that., but I also find
that they adopt the system of stating the
weight of their engines without the weight
of the tenders. In Western Australia we
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quote the weight of the engine as represent-
ing the locomotive with the tender loaded
with coal and fully watered ready for ser-
vice. Of course, that explains the difference
in the tractive force according to weight as
between the experience in South Africa anti
in Western Australia respectively. Never-
theless, that does not remove my complaint
that in South Africa they can put out loco-
motives in working order weighing 165 tons
and ran over a 3ft. 6in. gauge at 60 miles an
hour, while in Western Australia our heav-
jest locomotive weighs about 103 tons and
our maximum speed allowed is 45 miles ain
hour-

Mr. Lamnbert: What is the weight of the
South African railsY

Mr. STYANTS: They have 100 lb. rAils
on some sections. but most of the lines arc
laid with rails weighing 96 lbs. Therein, of
course, is the explanation of how it is pos-
sible for the South African railways to
achieve such results. My contention is that
if we are to improve our railway system at
some time, let us make a start new. T ciii
not know of a more opportune time than the
present for commencing the relaying of our
main lines with rails sufficiently heavy to
make available a much faster service to the
travelling public. One thing is certain, andi
it is that if the Government railways are to
retain the legislative protection they have
secured in order to meet the road competi-
tion, we must improve the service rendered
to the public, particularly in relation to the
passenger traffic. The public will not agree,
in this age of speed, to the provision of an
express service that, as the Minister said.
averages 22% miles per hour. As a matter
of fact, Opperman's average time was often
better than that when he was pushing his
bicycle across Australia. If we are to re-
tain the legislative protection already
afforded the railways in which about
£26,000,000 of the taxpayers' money is in-
vested, we must make some move, sooner or
later, to mnodernise our railway system. For
my part, I advise the Government to take
that step as soon as possible. I have no com-
plaints to make, except in minor matters,
regarding the administration of the railway
system. I have said before, and I repeat the
statement now, that with the material placed
at the disposal of the authorities they have
done a remarkably good job, both as regards
the service prodided and the financial results
achieved. I was particularly interested in
the statements by the member for Pingelly
(31r. Seward) who said the Rb wagons

have been used for the transport of sheep.
With a thorough knowledge of the type of
truck referred to, I unhesitatingly say that
if I were in a position to do it, I would
prosecute the owner who placed sheep in
such a truck and the railway official, if he
were preent, who allowed them to he put
there. Such an action represented extreme
cruelty to dumb animals. Lot members
imagine sheep being placed on a hot day
in a steel truck, with high steel sides and
steel floor. If that would not constitute a
ease for the attention of the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
1 cannot imagine one that would be wore
suitable. The bon. member stated that lie
had not said we should run our trains at 45
to 50 miles anr hour over our narrow gauge
line. I assure the hon. member, and the
Mlinister too, that 45 miles an hour is the
stipulated limit allowed for express trains
in this State, but nevertheless that
speed is exceeded on many occasions-
WThen an engine-driver experiences diffi-
culty in making the up-grade with a heavy-
load, he exceeds that speed when running
down hill in order to keep up with his achet-
dule. The meason why that speed is not
recorded is that Western Australia is, I be-
lieve, the only State in the Commonwealth
in which speed recorders are not afied to
locomotives on express trains. -When a
cleaner obtains his fireman's certificate lhe
is allowed to go out on the track and fire
locomotives. He has no means of accurately
judging the speed of the engine. In no
branch of the service is a man given an op-
portunity to learn accurately to judge
speeds. A man may be a good judge of
speed and judge it accurately. Others may
have totally erroneous ideas of speed. In
the circumstances it is left to the judgment
of the driver to gauge the rate at which the
train is travelling.

Hfon. P. D. Ferguson: Some motorists are
like that.

Mr. STYANTS: Motorists have speed re-
corders attached to their vehicles, and there,
is no0 excuse for them. With regard to the
refreshment service in connection with the
railway system, certain innuendoes have
been cast in this House and outside
with regard to tenders, and to successful
tenderers for the catering services rendered
for the department. To satisfy myself, I in-
terviewed the Secretary for Railways and
viewed the fles in connection with the call-
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ing for, and acceptance of, tenders. I de-
sire to eudorr.e everything that the Minister
has said. I was uinder the impression that
there was something not strictly correct with
regard to the acceptance of the tenders, and
that one mail had successfully catered for a
majority of the refreshmeait services. r
found that that was 'lot so. Ia some in-
stances the highest tender was not accepted,
but there was always a reason, or a number
of reasons, why the tender was not accepted.
I mentioned to the Secretary for Railways
one matter that is the subject of frequent,
adverse comment on the part of the travel-
ling public, andi that is the reduced size of
the scones and pies supplied at the refresh-
ment rooms. While the charge for them re-
mains practically the same as formerly, the
size of the pies and scones has diminished
by 50 per cent, or more in some instances.
in the departmental contract forms, the size
of sandwiches is prescribed, but that
is not done with respect to scones or
pies. That position can be remedied
so that the travelling public shall no
longer be exploited in that respect,
While dinner is provided on the din-
ing car during the trip between Perth
and Kalgoorlie at a charge of 3s. 6d., little
provision is made for refreshments for
second-class passengers. A man who travels
by the train, accompanied by his wife and
two young children, is not usually suff-
ciently financial to pay 14s. for meals for
four persons. It would be much better if,
instead of a four or five-course meal, a buf-
fet lunch were provided at a cost of about
2s. If that were done, the buffet would be
patronised by all classes of passengers. The
average person travelling by train does
not require a four or five-course din-
ner, but usually desires something light.
I think the latter system would be
much better, and certainly would be
patronised by second-class passengers.
I wish again to bring under the notice of
the Vinrister the class of fruit that at times
is supplied by the enterer on the Kalgoorlic-
Perth dining car. That dining car should
serve to advertise the best of Western Aus-
tralian fruit and should be a practical utility
also for advertising many other Western
Australian products. But I have often
heard it commented by passengers from the
Eastern States that although they hadl been
told of the high quality of our fruit, yet on

examining the fruit placed on the table in
the dining car, they could speak only unl-
favourably of its quality. Two members of
another place, recently Coming down from
Kalgoorlie, noticed the poor quality of fruit
in. the dining car and, taking samples of it,
sent those samples along to the Comm~is-
sioner of Railways as evidence of the fact.
Yet this was the reply that those two memn-
hoe of another place received from the Com-
missioner, or from the Secretary of Rail-
ways:

Tio reference to your Call regarding the qual-
ity of fruit supplied on the dining car, I1 am
directed to inform you that, as the result of
inquiry into the matter, the lessee states that
the fruit banded in by you was not intended
for consumption by passengers, but was for use
for flavouring purposes only.

After those two members of another place
:had taken the trouble to convey the fruit
samples from the dining car and submit
them to the Commissioner in proof of the
statement that an inferior class of fruit was
provided for railway passengers, they were
told that the lessee stated that the fruit was
not for consumption by the passengers, but
only for flavouring purposes. The Secretary
of Railways, to aggrevate the position, sent
along that reply to those two gentlemen! If
the fruit were to be used for flavouring pur-
poses only, would it not be out in the kitchen
where the chef would be using it? However,
that is all the satisfaction that hon. members
get when they go to the trouble of bringinug
samples to the Commissioner of Railways
with a view to proving to him that the fruit
supplied in the dining ear is not first class.
The letter from the Secretary of Railways
to those two hin. membprs, Concluded as fol-
lows:

The lessee assured thc (nigunissioner of his
desire to supply fruit of the best quality to
passengers onl the dining cars, and that he has
issued instructions to his staff accordingly.

That was a glaring instance of failure on
the part of the lessee to Canry out his eon-
tract, and it should have been taken up by
the Commissioner of Railways. It is well
knowvn that the catering les~ees on the rail-
wvays have difficulty in putting up an entic-
ing service to passengers, this difficulty being
brought about br ' the high rent received by
the Commissioner of Railwayrs. Tenders are
called for the service, and if tenderers tender
a high rate, naturally the Commis~sioner,
wishing to show the best financial results,
accepts the hight tender, provided the ten-
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derer is a fit and proper person. But that
is a wrong policy; it would be better to
acept a lower rental and to see to it that
the travelling public were given better ser-
vice. That is the policy followed in South
Africa where, although the Government make
millions of pounds out of their ordinary rail-
way services, on their services in -the dining
cars they make an apparent loss, -which they
consider good business. Another mattel; one
-which for some years has given great concern
to the men who have to operate our loco-
motives;, is the condition of the locomnotives
in service on the railways to-day. I know
that neither the Minister nor the Commis-
sioner wiUl agree with my contention, but I
may say I am giving it, not solely as my
own opinion, but as the opinion of men who
have spent their lifetime on the railways as
cleaners, firemen and drivers. They say there
never has been a time in the history of the
railways in this State when the locomotives-
were in so deplorable a condition. As a prne-
tical man with *24 years' service as cleaner,
fiyrman and driver, I know that much of
what those men say can be substantiated.
The engines are in a filthy condition; they
are the most filthy locomotives running in
Australia. The cleaning of locomotives in
this State has gone by the hoard. There is
no inducemnent to the men to keep themselves
tidy, or their kits tidy, or to look after their
locomotives. Give a man a good clean loco-
motive and a clean kit and he -will take a
pride in keeping them so, whereas if you
give him a locomotive with grease dropping
off it, and with -wheels that have not seen a
bit of kerosene waste in three months,
he cannot he expected to be very keen about
it. The wheels of our locomotives are not
cleaned for three months at a stretch. In
addition to their being in a filthy condition,
the locomotives, from a utility point of
view, are in at deplorable condition. Any
liractieal mann can stand on the Beaufort-
street bridge at any time of the day and
watch the locomotives go by. He will hear
the bi-ends knocking and the axle-blocks
knocking, and he will see that the engines
are generally iii a deplorable condition.
Whepn a machine is not in good condition it
i-4 expensive to operate. Particularly does
this apply to superheated engines, which are
v-cry expensive to operate if not in good con-
dition. The, Env-ine-drivers' Union has been
constanly~ hammering away at the Commis-
sioner on account of the deplorable condition
of the locomotives. That has been going on

for the last four or five years. Recently an
insult wvas given by the Commissioner to the
representatives of those men, representatives
who had spent a lifetime on the locomotives.
The Commissioner told them he did not con-
sider they were in a position to judge
whether or not a locomotive u-as in a good
condition. I have great respect for the Com-
missioner as a civil engineer and as a corn-
mnercial man, but I say that the mien who
represented the enginemen on that deputa-
tion, knew mnore about the condition of a
locomotilye than the Comnmissioner had ever
learnt. Yet he told them he did not consider
they were in a position to judge as to
whether or not a locomotive was in a reason-
ably good working condition. I meet those
men whomn I knew on the footplate a
quarter of a century ago; I meet them in
Perth, in Northam, in Merm-edin, in Southern
Cross and in Kalgoorlie, and without excep-
tion. they complain bitterly about the condi-
tion of our locomotives.

'Mr. Thorn interjected.
3Mr. STYANTS: I do not know whether

the hon. member is measuring those men's
corn. by13 his own bushel, but I say that a man
who has to stand for hours on such loco-
motives and g-et his "in'ards shook ouit," is
justified in comlplaining. Those engines are
simply rattletraps and are not anything like
100 Per- cent. efficient.

Mr. Thorn: What the Commissioner shonld
do is to hand themu over to the-union.

Mr. STYANTS: The bon. Member is
agmanst unions, hut when it comies to meni-
hers of the Employers' Federation, they are
quite all right with him.

H-on. C. G. Latham: Get back to the
engines. T amt interested in the belated re-
pairs.

Mr-. ST YANTS: Very well, but when, the
lion, member indulges in anl innuendo against
an induistrial organisation, I am going to
object. All Western Australia is run by
union-s; they am-c unions wvhen they comprise
Bill Bowyangs, and others of his class, bit
they are associations and organisations when,
the unions are professional.

Mr. Thorn: To listen to you, fine wuwld
think the Comiissioner of Railways: knows
nothing about his job.

Mr. STYANTS: He know- little or
nothing about a loc-omnotive. I have groat
res;pect for him in other ways, hut I am of
opinion that those incn who represented the
timeinelnen on that deputation to the Com-
missioner have forgotten in ore about loce-
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motives than the Commissioner has ever
learnt. If it should happen next year that
there is a bumper harvest, or one apprunt-
iug that which we had in the centenary year,
we shall see whether the railway engines will
stand up to the work or whether they wi't
break down, and in consequence it will be
impossible to get the wheat down to the sea-
board for shipment.

Mr. Thorn: And I will have the plea:%ure
of reminding you that you are wrong.

MXr. STYANTS: If 1 am wrong, I will
admit it. 1 am not one of those who eon-
sider themselves always right, but when [
come into this Chamber I endeavour, as a
representative of the people, to point out
where a false policy is being pursued. If a
moaehine is not in good condition, it is not
economical to work-

Hon. C. G. Lathami: Yonr argument sug-
gests that there shoald be three commis-
sioners.

Mr. STYANTS: Perhaps the hon. member
wants to read that into it.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: You could not pos-
sibly get a man with a thorough knowledge
of every branch of the service-

Air. STYANTS: If you got a professional
man, possibly his commercial ability would
be jeopardised, and if we got a particularly
good commercial man, then possibly the en-
gineering part would suffer. I desire to
refer to the Diesel cars, on which I was
pleased to have an opportunity to make a
trip to Pinjarra, a few days ago. Like prac-
tically every other member who has referred
to them, I will not say that the milleniumi has
been reached as far as railway travelling is
concerned. I do not desire to be a pessimist,
but it is my candid opinion that unless the
administration of the Railway Department
can curb the urge that has always possessed
it to overload every moachine, then the Diesel
cars will not prove an outstanding success.
I have read many articles on the matter of
self-propelled vehicles, whether the driving
force be electricity, internal combustion or
steam, and most of the opinions appear to
he that to bring about success on grades of I
in 40-which are comparable to the grades
between Perth and Nartham-there must he
ten homse power per ton gross weight. The
Diesel ears are only five horsepower per ton
weight, and they weigh approximately 32
tons, which would be 160 horsepower. Con-
sequently I am of opinion that if they are
put on steep grades they will not prove the
success that ra-ny people expect. If they

run between Perth and Buobury, and the de-
partment can resist the urge to overload
them, I believe they will give particularly
good service on grades that do not exceed 1
in 60. Comning back from Pinjarra I rode
with the driver, and he informed me that he
bad full pressure on, on a fairny easy grade,
and the maximum that could be got out of
the car was about 3S miles an hour.

Mr. Lamnbert: You should not reveal
stable secrets.

Mr. STYANTS; This is not a stable
secret. I will guarantee that any Class E
engine with six coaches could do a similar
run to 1'injarra comfortably in 11 hours.
The position, however, is that our trains
iutust stop at every wayside place to pick
up milk cans or put down parcel;, as well
as to pick up and set down passengers, and
that is what takes up the time. There are
at least four classes of locomotives being
operated on the railways that would run
that trip with a reasonable load in an hour
and a half. In New Zealand there are
Diesel electric ears. I have an album here
containing about 12 or 16 photographs,
showing the ears operating in New Zea-
land. Those ears have proved reasonably
successful. Whilst we may be jubilant be-
cause these electric cars have been intro-
duced into our railway service, I believe
they will be a means of perhaps putting
men out of work. I refer to the loco. men,
because only one man will be required to
drive a Diesel car as against two to run a
locomotive. But if it does not actually
put drivers out of employment, it will re-
tard their promotion, and we have firemen
with 21 years' service who are still 'fire-
maca; so it cannot be said that the rate of
promotion is very rapid.

Air. Lambert. And it may have the effect
of throwing some coalminers out of work.

AMr. STYANTS: That is so, because the
Diesel ears will use foreign fuel. While
we are starting off with only half a dozen
of the cars I know that the self-propelled
vehicle is used extensively in South Aus-
tralia and in Queensland, and it has not
only supplemented the railway service, but
it has cut out many of the trains, and eon-
sequentlv reduced the consumption of coal
and retarded promotion. Very often, too,
the use of these cars will have the effect
of keeping men out of employment as far
as the railway service is conce rned. I wish
to deal -with a matter mentioned by the
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Leader of the Opposition, and that was the
rost of the staff during the last couple of
years, and particularly the last 12 months.
Ile stated that he was not qluite sure that
the service was not over-manned. I can as-
sure him that the service is not over-staffed,
particularly as regards the locomotive
lranch. Boys are going on at the age of
19 years and getting six months' training
as cleaners, and then being put up for
firemen's theoretical certificates, af ter
which they are sent out-of course, con-
trary to the law-on locomotives to do fir-
ing work. That is not fair either to them-
selves, to the travelling public, or even to
the driver of the locomotive who has to
take the responsibility.

Hon. C. G. Latham:- How mny have been
put on during a year?

Mr. STYANTS: I should say between
30 and 40 as an average.

Bon. C. G. Latham: Does that mean that
others are leaving the service?

Mr. STYANTS: Since the enforcement
of the compulsory retiring age, there would
be in the vicinity of 30 replacements. There
is, however, an acute shortage of young
men. In 1929, when we had only 4,'079
miles of railway open to traffic, there was
a staff of 9,188, while on the 30th June last,'
with 4,357 miles of railway opened, almost
300 more, there was a staff of 8,443, or 745
less than the service had in 1929. In addi-
tion, it must be remembered that belated
repairs brought about an increase of the
staff. Looking through the -report of the
Commissioner, there are one or two items
which attract my notice. It shows the
train mileage was 22,986 less, and on the
expenses side lubrication and examination
of coaching and goods vehicles show an in-
crease of £6,000, although 22,986 less miles
were run than in the previous 12 months.
There is possibly some reasonable explana-
tion for this, but those things arrest one's
attention, and raise the query as to the
reason that brought them about. There
has been an increase in engine mileagre
since 1934. That probably accounts to
some extent for the bad condition of the
engines because there is insufficient time
in which to make repairs. Of course it will
be said by the Minister that whilst the
Commissioner cannot be expected to have
an intimate or a practical knowledge of all
branches of the service, still he has his
officers and advisers, all practical men,

who have gone through the service.
When the compulsory retiring age came into
operation ii, 19:31, a considerable number of
uwni were in charge of departments. Those
ui. n wre retired and their places taken by
others chosen fromn subordinate positions or
f romi the rank and file. Take a case at Kal-
goorlie as an instance. A man there who
had been holding down a job as a permanent
otlicer in 1931 was replaced by another man,
and that nman, as a practical man, kept his
locomotives in the condition in which they
should be kept, requesting extra mechanical
assistance for the purpose of putting the
locomotives in order whenever they required
attention. The department would regard
that man as a dud because they said that
his predecessor was capable of running the
locoznotiv es successfully 'without assistance,
and he was expected to do the same.
So the whole business has gone on,
and the men who succeed them will
be regarded as being incompetent if they
ask for extra assistance. Eat the loco-
miotives are becoming older. There are some
locomotives in this State older than 1 am,
and they have not been replaced. True, they
are repaired when occasion demands, but
they are getting older, and even the Commis-
sioner himself has drawn attention to the
fact that the frames of some of the locomio-
tives are suffering from metal fatigue and
are breaking. It is also shown that ;rue
average cost per locomotive has increased
and that the additional cost of native coal,
which has been something in the vicinity of
is. a tori, has not been responsible for that
increase. T submit that the poor condition
of the locomotives is responsible in the main
for the increase in the working costs. I
should like to draw attention to what has be-
come a world-wide practice as far as the
acquisition of railways is concerned. Here
in Australia all railways are practically
nationally owned but from different railway
magazines and periodicals I have read, I
find that S-weden is buying up all the road
srrvjccs that arc Competing with the nation-
ally owned railways there. Turkey has just
completed the nationalisation of its main
railways. Germany has done likewise. In
this State we do not prevent unfair road
competition. That is stil going on here. I
can quote an instance of a man who is per-
mitted to carry petrol in bulk from Merre-
din to Southern Cross, the whole distance
being parallel with the railway hine. I was
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informed by the Transport Board that it was
not proposed to renew his permit. Later I
was notified that the permit had not been
renewed. About six weeks later still I re-
ceived another notice to say that the permit
bud been renewed for a period of 12 months.
Petrol is one of the highest-priced freights
on our railways; and why the Transport
Boaw d i. authoised to permit a mnan to cart
petrol in balk a distance of something over
60 miles, the whole of it parallel -with a
State railway, I do not understand. Cer-
tainly the man. would not be prepared to cart
-wheat or super for farmers, because tboue
are low-priced freights. I have here an ex-
tract from the London "Times" to the effect
that Switzerland is enforcing regulations on
transport of goods by road, and that the
Swiss tax on petrol is now much more than
thle original cost of the fuel. I do not know
that I entirely agree with that method. In
my opinion there are better methods of pre-
venting unfair competition by road transport
with t~he railways. The "Times" also states
that Greece now prohibits road services
from competiqg with railways. These ten-
dencies indicate that transport of all types
should be regarded fromn a national view-
point, and that anl earnest endeavour should
be made to prevent overlapping of services.

M&. LAMBIERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[9.17] : I desire to speak on only two or
three phases elf these Estimates. Years ago
it was suggested-and the suggestion had
the support of the then Premier, M1r, Collier,
and a former M1inister for Works, the
late Mr. MeCalluin-that the offices con.-
trolling our railways and tramways and
electricity supply should be divided. To
mne it seems absurd that the Com-
missioner of Railways should he in
nominal control of the manager of the
electricity branch and the manager of tram-
ways. Years ego we thought a division of
the~e duties. would take place hut the same
thing goes on still. With all fairness to 'Mr.
Ellis, what can he know about the electri-
city branch? Prompt consideration should
he given by the Government to the separa-
tion of those offices. The Commissioner is pri-
marily charvred with the control of over 4,000
muile; -of railway. It it; one of the factors

opleratintr against the efficiencey Of our Rail-
way Derartment that the Commi~sioner is
called upon to control simultaneously the rail-
ways, the tramnways, and electricity supply.

-May I for a moment concentrate on the Elec-
tricity Supply Branch. We have a suffi-
ciency of electricity plants in this State to
justify a board cif control i lace of a nian-
ager. Instead of the continuous installation
of questionable Diesel engines using foreignt
oil, our object should be to utilise our native
fuels, as is done in every other country bar-
ing fuels of its own. Foreign fuel may be
]nore convenient to use and may lend itself
to easy installation and operation. There is
also cheap transport while thle Diesel engines
arc new. The same remark ahiplies to sta-
tinr engines using c-rude, oil. In their

ohr r fourth year, 'however, the increased
operating cast makes itself felt. Therefore
we should ask the Commissioner of Railways
not to give a great deal of consideration to
"Easy-street" methods and to easily acquired,
foreign-bought Diesel trailers and tractors,
but to concentrate his mind upon the ntilisa-
tion of our native fuels. Years ago I was
onl a Royal Commission that inquired into
an extension of suburban traffic. That Royal
Commission laid it down that at the earliest
possible moment there should he conversion
(Fom steam to electricity' between Fremantle
and 'Midland Junction. Without refreshing
mny mneiory upon the figures, 1 think M.%r.
Taylor, the manager of the Tramway and
Electricity Supply Department, said lie could
make that conversion at a cost of about
R.40,000. The -rails -were available, and it
would have been easy to convert the car-
riages. Thus the whole of the traffic be-
tween Fremnantle and -Midland Junction could
ha ve been converted to electricity.

Mr. Norrth: What was the objection?
Mr. LANMERT: Mfere procrastination,

mere lack of vision and knowldge. mere lack
of capacity, mere lack of a desire to take
other than the easiest way nut. What other
e-xcuse can be made? Take the case of Vic-
toria, which has brown coal, a fuel having
only about 50 per cent. of the calorific value
of Collie coal. The coal is pulled up from
Collie, and the power is generated here. Then
we start off with a line of electrie wires like
centipedes spread through the bilks to supply
energry hack to Collie with power creneratedl
at Fnst Perth. It must he obrion. to Peren-
one that the day is bound to comec when all
loxver will he generated at the pit's mouth.
And that should be the aim and oblect of
our responsible officers. The member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (lion. F. C. L. Smith)
is now nursinz the overgrown baby, but hi.3
responsible officers should formlulat'e a policy
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for co-ordinating- uur fuel and our produc-
tion of power. Apart from water supplies,
the progress or retrogression of Western
Australia can be uttered in two words-
power and transport. Until we get men big
enough, rntn of the Lord Forrest type, to
visualise the to-morrow of Western Australia,
wve shall dwell in the same stalemate as for
year-, past. T know it takes money to do
this, hut there is no reason why the Govern-
ment Should not create to-morrow an elee-
tricily commlission on the lines of the corre-
sponding body in Victoria, with power to
borrow, power to erect a station at Collie,
and to throw out lines reticulating the greater
portion of our South-West. That would be
a very different policy from buying a few
stray Diesel- propel led ears to run between
Perth and Pinjorra. That is our to-morrow
as I see it. Another great need of Western
Australia, correlated to the previous sugges-
tion, is the co-ordination of the whole of our
electricity eqnipment. The East Perth equip-
ment is definitely out of date. In fact, one
could not buy parts for it in Australia, or
possibly in any other part of the world. The
painful fact is known to everybody that in
the first instance in the East Perth installa-
tion we were sold a pup; and we have been
buying puppies since. But that is not the
-whole story. We give irresponsible mnnici-
palities and road 'boards power under the
Municipalities Act and the Road Districts
Act to buy and inst any class of electrical
power they desire. Some bumbles Sitting as
couneillors desire alternating current. An-
other set of bumbles who have nio conceivable
idea of electricity and electrical generation
whatever elect to buy direct current. I
once attempted to have a short Act
passed to make it compulsory for aill
municipalities and road boards which
pledged the credit of ratepayers in the pur-
chase of machinery, to buy uniform machin-
ctry, changeable and interchangeable.

Mr. North: Order of the Day No. 7 deals
with that matter.

Mfr. LAMBERT: Is it sponsored fr - my
friend?

MAr. North: No, by the Government.

,Mr. LAMBERT: Well, it is a very good
idea, The time is long past when we should
allow road boards and municipalities to do
what they like. I have been in a couple of
municipalities as a counilor-

Mr. Thorn: Yon are a bumble; that is
what you are!

.1r. LAMBERT: I was a councillor in
days it would probably be as well to forget
because I was younger then. I saw SOME
blunders made on the goldields. Kalgoorlie
and Boulder bought plant after plant and
only the other day spent £4,000 or £5,000 on
additional plant.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: You are responsible
for some of those blunders.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Government sliong
amend the Municipal Corporations Act and
the Road Districts Act to make it compulsory
for these bodies to see, when they arc spend.
ing money out of loan or revenue, that the
plans for the p)roposed installation of elec-
trical equipment are submitted to -responsible
Government officers. If we had a Commis.
awon to control the Electricity Supply De-
partment it could give advice as to the class
of mnachinery which should be purchased.

The Premier: We have a Bill on the
Notice Paper on those lines,

Mr. LAM1BERT: Well, I gave notice of
one a couple of years ago. But my rebell-
ious friends on thte cross benches in a faee-
tious mood and in a desire to go home early
or to Cottesloe to the "White Spot"' knocked
it out. I am not responsible for that. I do
not want to be over critical of the railways.
Everybody is seized with the very great task
involved in running a big stretch of rail-
way over a sparsely populated area. But
there is no need for the great number of
stoppages that take place. 1 could give in-
Stances to hon. members, but -it would he
more fitting for me to write privately to the
Commissioner for Railways. I am sure that
if be wvere aware of the unnecessary stop-
pages and delays that take place he would
do what he could to rectify die position, hav-
ing regard to the difficulty of running a big
staff and particularly con trolling the loco-
mnotivv drivers. I spoke of our refreshment
room.; the other night, if one can justly call
them refreshmnt romns. If the 'Minister
for Railways considers that what stands -for
refre-hmcnt rooms to-day are really refresh-
ineat rooms, it is time we sent him abroad
to get some idea of how people fare who
have to eat hurriedly elsewhere. They do
not stand up like a lot of pigs in a pig stye
the same as railway passengers do in this
State. They arc not forced to eat food
which, if served up in their own homes,
would lead to domestic upheavals. At
Southern Cross there has been built a loft.
or 15ft. extension to the refreshment room,
but when men, women and children want re-
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freshment there in the evening they have to
rush up like pigs to a trough and swallow
whatever food is given them. It is the same
at the Chidlow's Well refreshment room.

Mr. Cross: Are not cups and saucers pro-
vided?

Mr. LA3IBERT: The cups and saucers
are about as thick as an ordinary pigs'
trough. The sooner the Government realises
that the travelling public will not stand this
kind of thing, the better it will be for our
railways. It is allvery well for the Minister
for Railways who has been in his present
position for about 24 hours, to attempt to
defend things which are indefensible. It
shocks me to think that a. man will attempt
such a defence. Would the 'Minister take his
own wife to stand up at a pig stye in order
to get something to eat and drink? No, he
would not.

The Minister for Railways: I often go
there myself.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister more often
takes it leisurely in a Ministerial ear and I
do not blame him. I take my refreshments
with me. To save a few hundred or a few
thousand pounds we are neglecting our main
line over which we are supposed to be run-
ning an express.

Mr. Warner: You would lose your break-
fast if somebody knocked the bottle over.Mr. LAMBERT: There would be no sense
lost if I were to knock the bon. member over.
It is appalling to think of the scramble that
goes on at these places on the main goldields
line, the main connecting link between the
east and west of Australia. When the train
pulls in people have to scramble up and
reach over each other to get refreshments,
having coffee thrown all over them as they
are being served, instead of having a
proper sit-down place where decent men and
women can stay for ten minutes or a quar-
ter of an hour and have a proper supply of
food. It is beyond me why such conditions
continue to exist.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You have a great
deal of knowledge, seeing that 'you take
your food with you!

Mr. LAMBERT: It is only recently that
I have done so. When the last contract was
let I said "No more of this for me."

The Mfinister for Railways: You shoud
be on a diet of diabetic bread.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Minister should in-
struct the Commissioner to get out plans for
decent refreshment rooms. When a former
Minister for Railways was representing the
Mt. Barker district he put in a beautiful

refreshment room there. That is only with-
in an hour of the coast and it is
a refreshment room that is a credit to
the State. Contrast -that refreshment room
with those miserable dungeons at Chidlow's
and Southern Cross.

Mr. Thorn: You go easy; Chidlow's is ;n
my electorate.

M1r. 'Marshall: That does nob make any
difference. The People at Ghidlow's cannot
help) the hon. member representing them
acceidlentally.

Mr. Thorn: You will not haw an e"-
torate soon.

The CHAIRMLNAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber should address the Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: IMy object in rising is
to urge the Government to make improve-
ments along certain lines. I am not con-
cerned as to whether locomotives of a cer-
tain type can pull a certain load. The mem-
bier f or Kalgoorlie made a useful and inform-
ative contribution to the debate in that re-
spect, hat the matter of the separate control
of our railways, tramnways and electricity
supply is of immediate moment for the wel-
fare of the State. That is the first point.
The second point I make is that these places
that have for so long served as refreshment
rooms should be pulled down. Since the
Southern Cross line was built the ref resh-
ment room has remained as it was built e.K-
cept that a 15 or 20f t. extension has been
added. Unless somebody stirs the Govern-
nient up-

Miss Hlolman: What has the member for
the district been doing?

Mr. LAMBERT: flirting with the mem-
ber for Forrest. Unless someone keeps on
rapping at the Government little or nothing
will be done.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It will have no effect;
we have been trying for four years and there
has been no result.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am not surprised at
that.

Hon. C. G. Latham. You are trying now
and you will have no effect. We had no
eff ect.

:Ky. LAXBERT: I am not surprised at
that. I do not know that I can offer much
sympathy on that score.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is a waste of time.
Mr. LAMBERtT: There have been big

jobs done in this country under conditions
that are not one-tenth as advantageous as
they are to-day in view of the command of
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money that we have. I would like some 'Min-
ister at some time of his political career to
tell his subordinates what they should do,
and not for them to tell him all the time
'what be should do. There is too much of
the "they tell him" about the relationship of
the 'Minister and his immediate subordinates.
Let him say to his immediate subordinates,
"Within seven days I want a different
policy."t

Ron. C. G. Latham: Hle must not smack
them as you are smacking your hands.

Mir, LAMBERIT: A little gentle smack
mnight spur them to activity. The Minister
should say to his immediate subordinate,
"Within a week I want a definite plan pre-
pared in relation to so and so and I do not
want you back in my office until you have
it. That is my definite decision."

Mr. Thorn: You are a Mussolini!
Mr. LAMBERT: Re should say, "I do

not want your advice and I am not going
to stand as apologist for you unless you can
show your fitness to do the job before you."
The job before a lot of the engineers and
the railway men of this State is to bring
the railways up to date, having regard to
all the disadvantages and the loyal service
wkhich most of the officers connected with
the respective departments give the Minister
and the people of the State.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[9.49] : I take advantage of this opportunity
to remind the MIinister that I have not re-
ceived. any reply to the request, I placed be-
fore him by means of a deputation three
weeks ago with reference to the price of
electric current in my district. I remind
the Minister that no district is paying
more in the metropolitan area for
current supplied than is my district.

Iremind 'him, too, that we buy direct
from the Government. There is no middle-
man concerned. Therefore we should be able
to get cheaper current than do those people
who buy retail. The Fremantle municipality
buys its current in bulk and retails it and
is able to supply its consumers at a lower
price than is paid by the people in my dis-
tr-ict who buy direct from the Government.

Mr. Cross; That applies all over the met-
ropolitan area.

Mfr. TONRI'N: No; I admit it applies in
certain places, but it applies to a great ex-
tent in my district, and that is why I com-
plain. The profit of the Electricity Supply

Department during the last five years has
been as follows-

1933
1934
1935
1936
1937

25,440
41,949
40,469
44,147
24,901

Ttuis year it is estimated that, after allowing
for interest, there will be a surplus of
£82, 000. Thus the department has consis-
tenitly shown a substantial profit, but that
profit, for the most part, is being made at
the expense of the consumers in my dis-
trict. In 1937 the profit which previously
had been consistently round about £C40,000,
wa!, reduced to £24,901, but that reduction
is easily accounted for. Last year the depart-
mnent gave a reduction in the price of current
to the tramnways of .15d. per unit. This re-
duceed the department's income from the
tra mways to the extent of £6,700. That
umiont should he added to the £24,000 of
profit to give some idea of the profit that
would ordinarily hare accrued. In the re-
port issned this year we find that the work-
ing expenses of the department last year
were higher hy £C29,242. There are three
reasons to account for that increase. Firstly,
the department had to pay considerably
more for fuel. There was industrial trouble
at Collic and imported coal had to be pur-
chased. Altogether the department had to
pay £E22,000 more for fuel than in the pre-
dions year. Secondly, during the construc-
tion of the new station, the working
of the old station became more expen-
sive. Thirdly, there was heavy expendi-
ture for the removal of ash. I understand
it was necessary last year to keep 25 men
continually employed shif ting the ash. That
will be ohviated now through the introduc-
tion of an ash-sluicing plant. Therefore we
can anticipate a considerable falling off in
working expenses this year. Referring to
the Estimates we find that the department
anticipates such a falling off because it ex-
pects to make a profit of £32,000. The tram-
ways in 1935-36 had a surplus of £1,750.
Despite the fact of that surplus, the Elec-
tricity Department gave the Tramway De-
partment a reduction in the price of its
current. Again I say the consumers who are
buying direct from the Government, without
any reducetion in the cost of their current,
were being called upon to pay a higher
figure than should have been charged. If the
Government -were able to make a reduction
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of .15d. to the tranmways when the tramways
w'ere already showing a profit, they should
have been able to make a reduction to the
private consuiners of electricity, and this
they failed to do. In 19:37 the average sell-
i'l, price of electricity was reduced to .86d.
per unit. Since 1020 the average selling
jirien for current ho. been gradually reduced
until last vear it reached the lowest figure,
but still the people of my district received
no reduction. I wish to tell thme M1inister that
hec ha- had reasonable time to consider the
ease presented by the deputation. The posi-
tiont es to he very dear. I think the
figure., 1 have quoted prove the case. The
depa rtmnt is still making a profit; it was
able to grant concessions to the Tramway
Department; it ainticipantes a profit of
£30,000 odd this year. Therefore I say it
can still give those people a reduction in the
price of current to which they are entitled.
flow the p~eople have stood the present
charge so long is somewhat of a mystery to
jme hecause it should be perfectly obvious
that they are suffering anl injustice. I hope
the Minister will expedite his decision; we
cannot hi- expected to sit down and allow
the present charges to continue much longer.

Iappeal to the Minister that, as the fe.,tive
season is, approachming, a reduction in the
price of current to the consumers in my
district would be a reasonably good Christ-
]ties box.

Mr. North: You would not object to the
member for Canning getting it, eitherq

Mr. TONl(IN: No. At the moment I am
speaking for icy district.

Mr. Marshall: Canning has had a fair
issue.

Mr. TONKIN: Mfy duty is to look after
my ivi wnyIi ituents. At the same time I
advocate that in aill other instances where
consumers are buying- direct from the Gov-
ernmnent and are p~aying a similar price to
that hein1- paid by the people of North-
East Prenmaimie, a reduction should be ex-
tended. I appeal to the M1inister not to keep
onl deferring the matter but to give a dcci-
Nlon. so thatd the people will know straight
ia'a 'y when they will have the benefit of this
concession. It may appear to be a small
matter from thle point of view of the in-
dividual, but to a lamae number of consumers
in my district it renresents a considerable
item In Mosman Park there are many
me,, onl part-time employment, and it
is, necessary for them to watch the ex-
pedfiture of every penny. A saving of Is.

or 2s. per month would he a considerable
advantage to them. It is not as if we were
asking for something to which we were not
entitled. We have been entitled to a reduc-
tion for years. 1 have pointed out how the
department has consistently made profits,
and fairly substantial profits too-about 7
or 8 per cent, onl the capital invested-but
despite those profits we are still being called
upon to pay a price that is out of all pro-
portion to what should be charged. I do not
want the Minister to tinker with the ques-
tion. We are entitled to a substantial reduc-
tion, and while it is not for me to say how
much the reduction should be, 1 expect that
justice will be done and that we shall receive,
not a lmcre fraction of a penny per unit, but
something worth while that will be of con-
siderable benefit to consumers. Apart from
that, I have nothing to say on tese Esti-
mates, except to remark that 1 believe the
Minister for Railways is doing a good job
in his department-as good as that done by
any other Minister in that position.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.55]:
While I agree with the Minister that we
have to make hasite slowly in regard to rail-
ways, tramxways and electricity supply, it
depends a great deal on the sense in which
the Minister spoke when he made that
suggestion. True, with our very small
population, the people are carrying a
mighty responsibility in the matter of the
railways. Consequently care must be exer-
cised in the expenditure of money in that
and other directions. Still, we could carry
caution a little too far and thus adopt a
penny-wise-pound-foolish policy. Thus we
could lose quite a lot of traffic and revenue
to the railways if we endorsed such a policy
as that suggested by the Minister too corn-
prehensxively or without regard to what was
richt to do or not to do. One thing the
M1inister must determine. Because this
State has a monopoly, so to speak, of rail-
road cartage, it would not be fair or just
for him to permit the departmental officers;
to use that advantage and deprive the
people who uitilise the railways of reason-
able service. 'No one will ever convince me
that, for long-distance haulage and heavy
loads, there is any form of transport to
compete with railways. On the other hand
I agree that for short distances and small
loading motor traffic has some possibilities.
It appears to me, as a member representing
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an electorate far removed from the city,
that because we are so situated and must
depend upon railway transport, the people
living there get the worst deal of all. I
have always accepted the position and have
reminded various Ministers that people of
the Murchison have to tolerate all the dis-
cards in the shape of rolling stock from
other portions of the system. The people
of up. district have been very placid and
quiet and have offered little protest, but
thit situation is developing from bad to
;vcrse. I admit that there is somec excuse
for it. This is the outcome of economics
exercised during the period of depression
when practically all our repair workshops
were closed down for a lengthy space. WMot
would have happened to our railway system
had our primary Producers continued to raise
the same quantity of produce right through
the depression and up to the present, I
shudder to imagine. It is obvious that the
department could never have supplied the
rolling stock to haul it, unless we had
adopted some method other than that which
was adopted. What would the Minister have
dlone had he been in office during the last
five or six years, and had been obliged to
haul 53,000,000 bushels of wheat, and rail
back to the country the necessary super.,
etc.? Another big task for our railways
is the hauling of wool. Perhaps we were
rather fortunate that the industry suffered
as it did, because the railways could never
have hauled the wool unless we had adopted
a different monetary policy and a different
system of management. The railways give
a most beneficial service to the community.
They perform certain acts that no private
organisation would contemplate providing,
and they do in the main make life in the
outback parts tolerable. They provide ex-
carrion rates for families to go to the sea-
board during the summer, something that
no private enterprise would consider. In
many' other directions they are generous
and considerate in their treatment. Not-
withstanding these concessions, there is still
a lot wanting in regard to the service. In
the summrer when excursion trains start
from distant centres, they are short-
mianned. One conductor is expected to make
upl 100 second-class berths and Troin 40 to
50 first-class berths. People who have paid
for sleepers have to sit up all night waiting
for bunks to be made up. I know that
casual labour is frequently called in to

assist the conductor, but of what use is
casual labour in such circumstances? By
the time the conductor has instructed the
man what to do, he could do the work him-
self. Casual labour is only a hindrance in
the circumstances. I suggest the Minis ter
should instruct his officers to see that there
is a good and sullicient supply of fresh
water available on all excursion trains from
the IMurchison. What the member for Kal-
goorlie said with respect to the state of our
railway engines was true. I have had a
long experience of machinery. Any person
with a mechanical mind can observe the
deplorable state of the engines on the Mur-
ehison line. Whilst they are in need of re-
pair to bring them up to the requisite stan-
dard of efficiency,, they arc being
loaded upj to the maximum because
of the increased traffic. You can hear
the brasses on the big- ends of the driving
shafts knocking for miles. That play inter-
feres with the apparatus, for it is a play of
fully half an inch, and militates against the
efficiency of the engines.

The Premier: Lateral play is ncessary
when going around curves.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not talking about
that.

The Premier: That is what makes the
clash. I have had 20 years' experience of
engines.

Mr. MARSHALL: So have 1. We are,
theref ore, in the same boat.

The Premier: Not in locomotives.
Mr. MARSHALL: What the Premier says

cannot be proved.
The Pivmier: Engines cannot go round

curves in the way that other forms of trans,
port can.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: It is pow~ihle to sea
the play in these parts.

The Premier: There raust be some play,
when going artound a curve.

Mr. MARSHALL: Quite true, but there
is a limit to the amount of play needed.

The Premier: Of wourse it is over the
odds.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. It prevents the
men from endeavouring to give efficient ser.
vice themselves when they have to work
tinder adv-tise. conditions. They have to
work in a temperature of from 120 to 1ift
degrees in the shade, and are trying to get
inefficient engines to pull a maximum load.
The men themselves are not inefficient, bunt
they are not encouraged to eive good servie
because of the inefficiency of the engines.
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Hon. C. 0. Latham: Where are your be-
lated repairs now!?

Mr. MARSHIALL: The men who are driv-
ing these engines every day must be better
acquainted with their condition than is the
Commissioner. What departmental officer
will condemn himself g When called upon
to give a report, he will put up the best
ease.

The Premier: Oh, no. The engines come
under the Traffic Department, and the re-
pairs under another department.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: Departmental officers
will give the most favourable reports pos-
sible. I am prepared to accept the state-
went of the men who say that the engines
are in a bad state of repair. I would not
say the Commissioner knows nothing about
engines, but that the men who are driving
them know more.

Mr. Hegney: There are reports by inspec-
tors upon the engines.

Mr. MARSHALL: I know that. It is no
use the hon. member putting forward ex-
cuses for the deplorable condition of these
engines.

Mr. Hegney: I am not offering excuses,
but I know the facts.

Mr. MARSHALL: I know of the state
of these engines from the lips of the drivens.
Of course the hon. member knows all about
it because he understands the departmental
procedure I have had enough of that to
last me for the rest of my life. All we ever
have had is departmental administration. If
we had had a little more Ministerial adinins-
tration, the eyes of the hon. member would
have been opened. Things were no bietter
when the Leader of the Opposition was in
office.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You told us the other
day things were better then.

'Mr. MARSHALL: This sort of thing has
been going on for years. No doubt the !iii-
ister will defend his officers, no matter how
concrete the case is that a member may put
up. Some review of the catering system
on the railways is necessary. Both the equip-
ment and the catering are of the lowest pos-
sible standard. One would require to be a
pickpocket to get one's fingers around the
cup which contains what is called tea. A
man has to extract his false teeth to get his
mouth around the thick cup. I have never
seen such crockery, etc., for public use any-
where in my life. If the side rims were
taken off some of the crockery and pneu-
matic tyres were applied to them, they would

make good wheels for motor oars. It is
cumbersome, and makes unpalatable the
food that is served with that crockery. I
eat as little as possible myself at those places
because the food is of the minimum standard.
It is not fit catering for a system controlled
by the Government, and a review of it is
urgently necesary. Let any member go to
one of the stations in the fruit districts.
The best fruit one can see there is of the
standard of windfalls. It is rare in-
deed to see good fruit at any of
the refreshment rooms. I have had
a lot of experience of railway catering
on the Murchison line. It is nothing for the
Government to he proud of. Reference has
been made to the rolling stock for the trans-
port of sheep and cattle. Growers have for
years been struggling against adversity.
They may order a train of trucks for mar-
ketable stock and send it from Wiluna or
Mfeekatharra to Perth. The cattle will waste
about 200 lbs. each by the time they arrive
at their destination, and are well knocked
about in the process. That is not due to lack
bf competence on the part of the engine-
driver or guard but is due to the rolling
stock. The drivers are as good as any others
in the Commonwealth, but they cannot get
their engines to pull the load. They have
to jerk away after every stop. The brakes
are not effective, and yet they are expected
to make their engines drive smoothly away.
It is the grower that suffers. For a special
train from .Meekatharra he has to pay about
£450, only to have his stock subjected to this
sort of treatment. Such treatment is inevit-
able because of the class of rolling stock
used. It may be said there is no money
available for the purchase of new rolling
stock. It may also be said I am only com-
plaining because I want to fall into line with
other members. I know we shall get very
little redress. The Premier says it is all
right, and lie is backed up by the member
for Middle Swan. The people who count
in this State will have to tolerate the deplor-
able state of affairs for another 12 months.

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [10.15]:
Very few members of this Committee are in
a psition to give the Government expert
advice on the condition of the railway rolling
stock, particularly' with regard to the power
sections. For many years I have been asso-
ciated with drivers and firemen and others
concerned with the rolling stock of the State
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railways. I am therefore justified in putting
forward w'hat 1 know to be the opinions of
the men with regard to the power section.
They believe that the locomotives arc in a
very neglected condition and that they are
not properly cleaned. Ashes and sand get
into the bearings, with the result that the
greatest working efficiency is not possible.

it s ertiny alse economy to attempt to
run engines in such a condition. The whole
crux of the position I believe arises from the
shortage of man-power. Every year a con-
siderable mnber of men retire either
through reaching a certain age or in conse-
quence of sickness or death. Replacements
have not kept pace with retirements, and 1
believe that there is room for at least 200
additional cleaners throughout the system,
more especially at p~resent wvhen the harvest
is being handled. I have been told by men
in the railway service that a considerable
portion of overtime is being worked. In
view of the fact that so many youths arc out
of employment, I think no overtime should
be permitted, and that could be assured by
the employment of 200 young men. Then
agfain I believe that rosters are drawn up
so that men may fit in their social
calls with the requirements of their
duties. In my opinion rosters should
not be departed from. However, the whole
crux of the question seems to arise from the
shortage of men. I trust the Minister will
give consideration to the question of em-
ploying at least 200 more men in the rail-
ways in order that work that is necessary
may be carried out.

Mr. Thorn: But that would be merely a
flea-bite.

Mr. FOX: I recognise that the employ-
ment of 200 men spread over the different
sections of the railways would be a very
small matter indeed. I have received a let-
ter from the Minister regarding the condi-
tion of the road through the Spearivood rail-
way yards. It is contended by the railway
authorities that because the road is used by
traffic generally, the railways should not be
expected to carry out the whole of the work
and that the road board should pay half
the cost. I do not think the road board would
be allowed to spend any of its money on that
particular work, so I trust the Minister will
reconsider the position and authorise the
necessary repair work.

MR,. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) (10.191:
The member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall)
criticised the administration of the Rail-
way Dlepartment, particularly with regard
to the rolling stock. When he was speak-
ing, I interjected to the effect that the
Commissioner would be well acquainted
with the conditions of the rolling stock and
the hion. member retorted that I was not
concerned about the condition of the stock
any more than was the Premier. When I
refer to rolling stock, I speak of a subject of
which I have some knowledge. The Com-
missioner of Railways certainly has officers
who examine the condition of the rolling
stock and report accordingly. In the
boiler section, when an engine goes off the
road it may be condemned by the boiler
inspector, as no longer suitable for run-
fling. The engine then goes into the shed
for examination. The necessary repairs
are effected. The same thing applies to the
frames of engines. After the repair work
is carried out, the engine goes into the
trial pit for testing, and eventually it passes
on to the running shed at one or other of
the depots throughout the State. At those
depots the Commissioner has boiler inspec-
tors and footplate inspectors, who are en-
gaged continually in examining the condi-
tion of engines. The member for Murchi-
son suggested that more Ministerial con-
trol was advisable. The Commissioner of
Railways is authorised to conduct the rail-
ways as its administrative head, and he is
directly in touch with the whole of the
ramifiations of the system. He must neces-
sarily know from the reports he receives of
the condition of the engines operating in
the service. He would be just as well ac-
qainted with the conditions of the rolling
stock as the Minister could possibly be.
Unless further funds are provided by the
Treasurer in order that the rolling stock
may he auemented, and new types of en-
gines introduced, the engines that are al
ready operating must often he retained at
work for longer than is quite justified. In
the circumstances the Commissioner is cer-
thinly getting the most out of the rolling
stock at his disposal. If the member for
Murchison had the necessary reports sub-
mitted to him, he would know just what
the condition of the rolling stock actually
was. If anything is wrong with an engine,
the driver and the fireman report the fact
in their repair book and the mechanics at
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the depot, both fitters and boilermakers,
attend to the necessary work and book the
engine off in the teair book. Before the
engine-driver takes out the locomotive, he
submits it to a further examination; if he
thinks it is not likely to make the trip he
reports the fact to the superintendent. If
his contention is borne out, that engine is
not placed on the road.

Mr. Seward: And what if there is iio
,ther engine available?

Mr. HEGNEY: As to the tractive force
and power and the capacity of engines to
pull loads, those represent a different phase
altogether. From the point of view of
the condition of the locomotives, carriages
and so forth, the department has an e ffi-
dient staff. As I have already pointed out,
additional engines and other rolling stock
cannot be provided by the Commissioner
unless further funds are made available
for the purpose. The Railway Department
is probably the biggest employer of labour
in the State. Last year it spent over
£2,000,000 in wages and salaries.

H1on. C. 0. Lathamn: Did you say the Rail-
ways spent over E2,000,0001

Mr. HEGNEY: Yes. On wages alone
£1,738,846 was spent, and £421,272 was paid
oat in salaries. Those two amounts total
over £2,000,000. That, of course, is distri-
buted throughout the whole of the service.
The number of men employed was increased
by 156 to 8,528. The conditions of em-
ployment enjoyed by the men in the railway
service certainly compare more than
favourably with those obtaining in any
other similar branch of industry in the
State. Most decidedly the employees enjoy
better conditions than those available to men
employed in other branches of the transport
systemn.

Mr. Mfarshall: And that would not be
hard to beat.

3fr. HEONEY: That is so, and the con-
ditions enjoyed by mien employed in othcr
forms of transport would not be as goPod
as, they are to-day had it not been for a
recent strike in connection with the bus
services. Ta the Railway Department men
have regulated hours and they -work und-?r
the 44-hour system. Those employed in
other forms of transport have to remain
on shifts for extended hours and many
receive below the basic wage- T desire to
bring a few matters of importance in other
directions under the notice of the -Minist;-r

in the hope that the department will give
consideration to them. Dealing first with
trolley buses, I sugg~est that a new system
be developed and that the -route should be
up William-street into North-street, and
thence to serve what is known as the Lawley
Park district. The Mfain Roads Board re-
cently spent a large amount of money in
conjunction with the local authorities in
order to provide a decent road at the back
of Lawley Park and Bayswate-. Shortly
representations wiL be made to the Traiis-
port Board for the inauguration for a sys-
join of transport to serve that locality. I
urge the Government to take advantage of
the opportunity that is offering there. Con-
siderable development has taken place in
the area I refer to, and the time is oppor-
tune for the Government to step in and take
advantage of the profitable service that can
be run there instead of allo-wing private en-
terprise to secure the rake-off. That benefit
should lie derived by the Railway Depart-
ment.

1Mr. Cross: You will have to wait; until the
requirements of South Perth arc met.

M1r. HEGNE Y: I am putting forward
this matter for consideration. Then I think
there is room for development of the trolley
bus system in a direction that has been
advocated generally for some time past.
That applies to the Maylands district. If
a system were run along the Guildford-road
to Ganrett-road and then across the Belmont
traffic bridge, thence back along the Great
Eastern High-way to Perth, a profitable sys-
tern could be inaugurated. The Ioca! authori-
ties and the workers are complaining about
the high f ares charged from the Belmont
district, and now that trolley bus systems,
are being installed, I think benefit would
accrue to the Government if a system
were established to serve the Belmont and
Bayswater areas. It would be found to be.
a very payable proposition. I trust that
the M1inister will look into these matters.

Mr. Warner: Will the Belmont traffic
bridge be strong enough?

Mr. HEtIKEY: It carries all kinds of
traffic aow and it is certainly strong enough
for the purpose I have in mind. Just before
the session commenced the Mfinister received
a deputation in connection with the proposal
to provide a siding between Maylands and
Bayswater. Both the Premier and the M1in-
ister for Railways are well acquainted with
the proposition. The people concerned de-
sire to know when it is likely that some
move will be made for the construction of
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the siding. It is admitted that it will not be
payable from the outset, but the local author-
ities are willing to contribute towards the
maintenance costs involved for a period of
years until the proposition becomes payable.
We have only to take the position at West
Sutbiaco or at Daglish to see the settlement
that has taken place there in consequence of
the railway. So, too, the railway would de-
velojp the distict I have mentioned. There
is plenty of land there for workers' homes
and other purposes, and the time is ripe for
the Railway Department to erect that siding.
The Minister ought to advise me as to what
the position really is. When the Premier
was in England and was not certain how the
finances stood, the Minister undertook to
confer with the Commissioner of Railways
and advise the local authority as to what the
position was. Another matter that has been
brought to my notice is not definitely in the
Middle Swamn electorate. Still, representa-
tions have been made to me in connection
with the hoardings at the Bassendean railway
station. The Minister will know of the great
work the local authority has done towards
cireating playing areas and beautifying
the place out there. Now the local authority
desires that the unsightly hoardings around
the railway station shall be removed. I
hope the Minister will agree to that request.
The local authority proposes to put a road
through there right alongside the railway,
and so it is dlesired that the ugly hoardings
should be removed and thus help improve
the aesthetic appearance of the place. I
was present when representations were made
by the local authority that this matter should
receive attention. Then I would advocate the
extension of electric current to the Wattle
Road (district. The people of that district
are anxious to get current, particularly
a.9 the power house is now well on
thme way to supplying electricity to a
greatly extended area. I hope that belore
long the people of that district will be given
the benefit of this modemn system of lighting.
There is one work which ought to be under-
taken and which would provide a good deal
of employment, in addition to which it would
obviate accidents. I refer to the Rivervale
level crossing. The authorities have installed
warnings to motor traffic, but I think the de-
partments concerned, that is to say, the Rail-
way Department and the local authorities,
should co-operate in building a decent sub-
wvay in that area. The contour of the locality
lends itself to a subway. There have been

many serious accidents happen there, to say
nothing of the numbers that have very nearly
happened. All wvill agree that there is grave
necessity for a subway in that position. The
authorities would be able to get assistance
from the Federal aid roads scheme to spend
money out there, for it is a main highway
and the building of the subway concerns
everybody, more particularly country mnoto-
rists who perhaps are not familiar with the
dangers of that crossing. Some years ago I
made representations to the Premier, who
was then Minister for Railways. Some inii-
tial steps wvere taken towards the construc-
tion of a subway, but I think it fell through
because of a grandiose scheme put up by the
Perth City Council. However, that subway
is a very grave necessity and would be of
benefit Ifor all time. There is a similar
necessity in the Hayswater district. The
authorities are anxious to straighten out the
road on the turn to Bassendean. It was in-
tended that the Guildiord-road should be
straightened out and a subway put in there.
It would definitely improve that highway.
There is more traffic on that route into Perth
than there is to be found on the Great East-
ern highway. It would be an important im-
provement and it could be effected with the
co-operation of the main roads branch and
the Commissioner of Railways. I will not
detain the Committee ally longer. I have
brought these matters before the Minister be-
cause they are important in my electorate.

THE MIISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. F. C. L. Smith-Brown Hill-Ivanhoe
-in reply) [10.37]: 1 thank members for
the way in which they have received these
Estimates. To the member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr. Tonmkin) I would say that
the question he raised at the recent deputa-
tion in regard to the cost of electric current
in Mosman Park was accompanied by an
alternative proposal of providing- the local
authority with supplies in bulk. Whether
we go into thme one proposition or the other,
it will take a little time to inquire into it.
For the moment the question of supplying
the district in bulk is receiving attention.
We shall have to make an estimate of the
capital that has been invested in that dis-
trict for the purpose of reticulating it. Be-
cause that, after all, is a factor in the cost
we must charge for the current we supply.
At the same time I can promise the hon.
member that he shall have an early reply to
the question he raised at that deputation.
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The member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn)
spoke of the desirability of making exten-
sions into the Hills and the outlying dis-
tricts with electric current. From time to
time various proposals are put forward from
the outlying districts and requests are made
for these extensions. But in the past the
power station has been working at full capa-
city. However, when the new B station is
in commercial operation early in the new
year there will be opportunity to make some
extensions, and the various proposals that
have been put forward will be considered on
their merits and extensions constructed as
loan moneys are available for the purpose.
The member for Toodyny did not raise the
question of the cost of electric current. I
take it he would be pleased to get an exten-'
sion to the Wanneroo district for the cost
of the current that will be paid at Mosman
Park and other districts. The making of anl
extension does not necessarily satisfy people,
because after they have the extension they
begin~ to complain about the cost of the
current. The member for Canning (MAr.
Cross) complained about the price being
charged for the current supplied in some
outlying parts of his electorate. At the same
time he asks for extensions to other outlying
parts.

'Mr. Cross: And 'why shouldn't 13
The "MINISTER FOR ]RAILWAYS:

These extensions must be considered on their
merits, and the merits of such a proposition
are derived from the capital cost and a con-
sideration of the return that can be secured
as a result of the capital invested in the
supplying of electric current to the con-
sumers. It follows that if we reduced the
price of current the possible return on
the capital expenditure involved also would
be reduceed. The member for Mt. M1arshall
(Air. Warner) referred to the desirability of
using Diesel ears on branch lines rather than
on the main lines. Other members also
made similar references. But after all, we
must have some regard for the volume of
business that is offering on the branch lines.
The probability is that if we considered using
a Diesel ear on a branch line, and consid-
ered concurrently the -volume of traffic offer-
ing on such a line and the capital cost of
the Diesel car, our decision would be against
the introduction of such cars on branch
lines, for we could not hope to get sufficient
business on a branch line to justify the capi-
tal expenditure involved. It hast been sug-

gested to me that we might run a Diesel
coach between Perth and Freman tle.

Mr. Warner: So you ought.
The MINISTER FOR RlAiLWAYS: I

(10 not think they are sufficiently large to
eater for the business offering at certain
times during- the day. When I put that up,
members say, "No, but you could have them
there so as to runl them in when there is not
so much traffic." But that would involve the
expenditure of £10,000 on a Diesel coach
in order to have it lying idle in the shed for
the convenience of running it between Perth
and Fremantle when things were quiet.
Diesel coaches are somewhat like trains, to
which the hon. member frequently referred.
They are earning money only when they
arc running. The question of station build-
ings at Goomalling falls into the category
of certain improvements that are desirable
ait quite a number of railway stations and
the fact that there is some need for such
improvement is not lost sight of. That, too,
will depend on the amount of money that
is available for the purpose. The member
for Murchison spoke about the difficulties
the railways might have experienced last
year if there had been a 53,000,000-bushel
harvest to haul. If there had tbeen a
53,000,000-bushel harvest to haul last year
and the year before that, and in other
years, there would not have been any diffi-
culty at all. The general prospects of this
State depend upon a number of good sea-
sons and an increase in primary production
generally. If we can get a number of good
seasons with favourable prices-

Mr. Marshall: You want it all your way.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWA.YS:

We mnust have favourable prices. It is the
fall in prices that reduces the acreage.
'What we want now is a recovery not only
'with respect to prices-we have had that
to some extent-but a recovery in respect
to volume of production.

Mr. Marshall: You will be wanting a long
time.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not know that we will. This year the
production of wheat has been limited by
seasonal difficulties.

Mr. Marshall: Have you read in the
papers about the position at the other end
of the world?

The MIUNISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
may threaten another depression for all I
know. I do not know as much about it a.;
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the hon. member who has made A study
of Professor Soddy and some other authori-
ties on finance. It may be that there is an-
other depression threatened, but on the
other hand it may be only temporary in its
eharacter, and the panic that is taking place
among some stockholders may not be jus-
tified, and those who are more courageous
than the sellers may ultimately demonstrate
that there is no need to hold the fears
that have been harbonred by some people.
I agree with the member for Pingelly that
open steel trucks are not a very desirable
form of transport units for the carriage of
sheep. When I was at Aft. Barker recently
a representative of Elder Smith's com-
plained to me that many buyers of sheep
,off shears at the sales that were taking
place along the Great Southern at that time
discovered that the sheep were being trans-
ported in steel wagons. The hon. member
is right when he states that the agents
should co-operate with the Railway Depart-
nent to some extent, and I feel, as a result

of my inquiries, that many of the sales
are held too closely together. Consequently
there is a demand for trucks that the Rail-
way Department cannot possibly meet. The
demand comes all at once. I do not know
that buyers are compelled to take the trucks
we are able to offer.

*Mr. Seward: They must take delivery.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Or

go without.
Mr. Watts: But that would not be profit-

able for the railways.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I

know it is not. The Railway Department
is prepared to play its part in connection
with any co-operation. If any hon. mem-
ber says that fat lambs have been trans-
ported in steel wagons, I should say that
would have happened on very exceptional
occasions. I do not think the Railway De-
partment should transport fat lambs in
steel trucks even on exceptional occasions.
The Railway Department has a reputation
in connection with the transport of fat
lambs. I have pointed out previously that
when the South Australian Transport
Board inquired into the transport of fat
lambs, the result of its investigations was
that the lambs had arrived in a much bet-
ter condition when transported by rail than
when transported by road. I know that
the Hon. W. Angliss, M.L.C., said that the
auctioneer should indicate whether the

lambs had come in by rail or by road, so
that the buyer would know which would be
in the better condition. I have said
that five OXA trucks have been built,
and I also indicated that on page 27
of the report of the Commissioner of
Railways there would be found the pro-
gramme of rolling stock it is proposed to
build this year. In that programme will 'te
found included 25 OXA trucks. The mem-
ber for Mlurray-Wellington referred to the
old bridge over the river at East Perth.

-Mr. Marshall: The old rustic bridge I

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not know whether it has any pulling-downi
value; the probability is that it does catch
fire occasionally, but in my opinion it cer-
tainly should be pulled down. I will make
some inquiries about it, though it seems to
me that the only sensible thing to do with
it is to pull it down and get it out of the
way. I cannot say definitely to the member
for Maylands just when we will be in a
position to nmke an extension of the tramn-
way system to 'Mt. Lawley for the purpose
of serving the No. 3 Estate. Residents there
are not very far removed from the existing
service that runs along Walcott-street. In
these days people get in and out of their
motor cars right at their front doors, and
therefore they seem to object to walk the
shortest distance. The question of tramway
extension and trolley-bus extension in the
metropolitan area must be a subject for
future consideration. I am not one of those
who say we have returned to that prosperity
that we formerly enjoyed. We will not re-
cover it in this State until we have had four
or five goof] seasons, and when we do there
will be quite a lot of money in circulation,
and no doubt some will find its way into the
Government coffers. That will make it pos-
sible to carry out many of the improvements
that are so necessary. I will make some in-
quiries about the position of the South Perth
service. If an improved and more frequent
service is needed, it postulates that the
trafins running there now are over-crowded.
If that be the ease, the people at South
Perth want a more frequent service. If the
trains are over-crowded, that will justify an
improved and more frequent service. In
reply to the member for Claremont, I
point out that the Railway Department is in
just as good a position to conduct its service
on a businesslike basis as is private enter-
prise. Rolling stock that wears out and is
no longer of any use has to be written off.
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I do not agree with the hon. member with
respect to the right of passengers to use the
petrol buses that go through Karrakatta.'
There is no restriction upon those people
boarding the buse" on the other side of Bay
View terrace. They can get into any bus
that goes along Stirling-highwvay or Loch-
street and past Karrakatta. We want the
transport industry in which we are inter-
ested alongr that particular route protected
against outside competition.

Mr. M.\arshall: You did not think that
when the 'Metropolitan Bus Service was
granted.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
was not here to have that view.

Mr. Marshall: I amt not blaming the
Minister.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There does appear to have been some re-
mjissness. on the part of those in authority
at the time. They do not seem to have ap-
preciated the significance of the development
that has taken place in road transport, and
the possible competition it would ultimately
offer to the service in which the public
money is invested. We are now remedying
the position , and to the extent that we are
doing so we should maintain that position.
There can be no question that in the ease
of South Perth the population has been
doubled in 15 years because of the tramway
service, and the same thing applies to
Claremont.

Mr, North: And to 'Nedlands.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: And
to the development that has taken place an
the western side of Broadwa-y. That is
practically due to the service rendered by
the Claremont tramways. The member Forv
Kalgoorlie raised the question of the pice
of meals on the train. That meal
is served under difficult conditions,.
If a person wants a good ]feal
served under such conditions, where the
bu-sine;s that can be done is so limited, I
fail to see how hie can expect it for less than
3s. 6d. or how the caterer canl sen-c it for less
than that and showr a reasonable profit.
People aire not compelled to go into the
dining roomk. The member for Yilgarnt-
('nolgardie said he always took his own re-
freshments with him. That is a common
p1 actice in other parts, of the world. In
America it is almost the universal practice
for people to take their own hampers upon
the train.

Mr's. Ca rdell[-Oliver: Not in the case of the
first class passengers.

The MIUNISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is in the case of the second class pass-engerR;.
Probably if people take their own hampers
they get just as good a meal as they would
for 3s. 6d. on the car. When I have
travelled with my wife and family fronm
lXalgoorlie and we have had a carriage to
ourselves, the whole trip has been made more
enjoyable by reason of our being able to
have our own meals in our compartment.
There 'nay he something in what has been
said about the class of fruit provided in the
dining cat. It is desirable that good fruit

shudbe provided to advertise the industry.
There is no doubt about the quality of our
fruit. When I was at Mt. Barker recently
I had the pleasure of going over the Co-
operative Stores with the member for Kaitan-
inhg and of seeing the fine samples of fruit

grown in the district.

Mr. Mfarshall: Fruit we never enjoy.

The 'MINISTER FRo RAILWAYS:
Pos9sibly the letter from the Secretary for
Railways in respect to fruit flavouring has
heen: misunderstoood. The reply of the
lessee would probably be that the fruit was
intended to he used in connection with
flavouring in the kitchen, but that through
iniadvertence it found its way into the dining
roomn. Sometimes when we buy fruit in a
shop it looks good, but when we get it homec
wve finud it is not as good as it looked. Fruit
is deceptive at times. It may have a good
appearance outside, hut may he anything but
good inside. Possibly the lessee is deeived
sometimes in that way. I admit that the
condition of our locomotives is not all that
could be desired. I hare said that oin
several occasions. That is why we are build-
ing ten new engines. We want to build uip
our locomotive stock. Many of the engines
have been on the road for 30 or 40 years,
and some have done over a million miles.
The member for Kalgooorlie once Maid that
there was nothing left of the original
engines, but I stated We stilt have the skele-
tons. That is not to say the locomotive stock
is nieglected. Running repairs are done every
day ait East Perth, Kalgoorlie, Merredin and
other places,. Fitters are at it all the time.

MAr. Styants: Repairs are booked by
drivers but are not carried out, because
the engine is not long enough in the shed to
have the work done.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
bhave 420 locomotives. Last year 1913 passed
through the shops an1( this year 190.

Ur. Marshall: Were they differeiit liginbs,
or was it the same engine going through all
the time!

The INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- One
htundred and six were thorpughly overhauled.

Mr. Marshall: Were they different engines?
TheMNIVNISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The

106 were all different engines. In the ease
of 37 the repairs were heavy, and in the case
-of 361 they were light. In addition to the
work that is being done in the running shed;,
there is also the work that is being
done each year in this connection.
The question of the cleaning of engines
seems to be somewhat contentious. I am
always curious as to whether the problem
of cleaning engines has been settled
in any Australian State. The probability
is that differences of opinion exist every-
where between locomotive drivers and the
heads of departments in that respect. It
may be that more cleaning ought to be done.
It may hie that certain difficulties connected
wvith the conditions under which cleaners
hare to be employed raise obstacles to the
employment of more cleaners. It may he
that the exigencies of the service create dif-
ficultics as to the cleaning of engines. It
mnay be that we have seven or eight clean-
ers at Huabury, for instance, when two or
three ships enter the harbour and all the
cleaners have to go out on engines, with the
result that there is no one left to do dealt-
ing. Onl other days no ships at all are ill,
and then the Commissioner has all the clean-
ers on his hands. There are exigencies in
transport business, -which is irregular and
there is no way of making it regular.

Mr. Styants: The shortage is continuous.
That is the point.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
hon. member has already expressed agree-
mnent with me as to our having competent
officers in charge of the various branches of
the Railway Department.

Hon. C. G. atham: The department
ougaht to clean those wheels occasionally, in-
stead of -every three or four months,

The MINI1STER FOR RAILWAYS: I
received a suegestion that the flanges ought
to be oiled so that the rails, would not be
worn out.

Ur. .Sty- ants: OilneLy flanges was tried 20
years ago.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS; The
suggestion did not appeal to me, and I have
not recommended that it should he put into
operation. The member for Kalgoorlie (M1r.
Styanits) is wrong in saying that if too much
attention is paid to necessary repairs, the
officer in charge will he regarded as a dud.
The hon. member does not do justice to the
position of locomotive superintendent at
Kalgoorlie. An officer of that kind would
have some personality slnd character; and
if he felt that a job should .be, done, he
would stand up for what he thought. He
would disregard the possibility of being
considered a dud. If engines are falling into
disrepair, as the member for Kalgoorlie and
other members have suggested-

M1r. Styants: Of course they are.
The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In

that case there -would be excuses for the
officer having higher costs for repairs at his
shed. There is ILO need for him to fear that
hp will he considered. a dud if, in those cir-
cumstances, costs of repairs are higher at
the shed than they were under a predecessor
of his.

Mir. Styanits: You do not know-, the rail-
-way service as I know it.

The MIYNIS8TER FOR RAILWAYS: No;
but I know something about transport ser-
vices. The mernber for South Fremantle
(M.%r. Fox) spoke about the road near the
Spearwood station. To 2ne that does not
seem a road on -which the Railway Depart-
nment should spend mnuch money. The local
authority should provide a road affording
ingress to and egress from the Spearwood
station, but from what I can ascertain the
Railway Department has had to provide the
road. The rood has not a had surface1
although it has not a bitumen surface. At
the same time, I dare say the surface could
Ie improved. The Railway Department put
up a proposition to hear half the cost of put-
ting the road in order; aind that offer, I be-
lieve, still stands. I arm not saying that
those arc, the exact details of the offer, but
the member foir South Fremantle waiisup-
plied with them in a letter sent to him to-
day. The member for -Middle S-wan (ML~r.
Hegney) referred to a station at Meltham.
That proposition is still the subject of in-
quiry and investigation.

Mr. Hegniey: Fear, hear I I am pleased
to learn that.

The MININISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
inquiiry and ingestieation lead to a favour-
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able decision and funds are available,
the probability is that the station will
be built. The same remarks apply to
the extension of trolley buses. It is no
use hoodwvinking ourselves and saying that
we will satisfy the demands of members and
pub.lic-spirited men from every part of the
mdropolitan srea and the State generally.
All these sugn'ested improvements cost
money. What we are able to do is limited by
the amount of money available for such pur-

Mr. Cross: You could put on a more fre-
quent tramway service in South Perth.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In

conclusion, I wish to say that any reason-
able request or proposition contained in the
speech of the member for Tilgarn-Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) will receive consid-
eration.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-.State Batteries, £114,116:

MR. MARSHALL (Ifurchison) [11.18]:
I move--

That progress be reported.
Motion put and negatived.
Mr. MARSHALL: This Vote is one that

has been instruments! in fostering the gold-
mining industry in its initial stages. As
such, it is a highly important Vote, if mem-
bers regardl the goidmining industry as of
any consequence to Western Australia. I do
not think many members would suggest that
the industry is unimportant. When speak-
ing on the State Batteries Vote about 12
months ago, I drew the 'Minister's attention
to the fact that this branch of public utilities
had been sadly neglected for many years.
Most of the batteries, I pointed out, had
lapsed into a state of marked disrepair. I
also, mentioned that there was some justifica-
tion for that condition because the present
Superintendent of State Batteries had sue-
peeded an officer who had had an opportunity
to utilise quite a lot of battery requisites that
had been at his disposal. The presenit
Superintendent of Batteries desired to keep
his costs down to the level of those of his pre-
deceszsor, but he had not the advantage off the
supply of materials available to the former
superintendent. As a rc-it, costs were kept
down until the batteries lapsed into a most
kieplorable condition. During the past 12
months, I am pleased to admit that there has
been a semblance of life in the department

and there has been a desire to do something.
The Peak Hill State Battery has been prac-
tically reconditioned. The Meekatbarra
State Battery is in a decent state of repair,
and the Cue battery has been almost recondi-
tio ned. So it would seem that the Rip Van
Winkle of the department, should someone
disturb his equilibrium, is able to get about
to do something. The department has fallen
short of doing alt that is necessary if there
is any desire to continue to assist in the de-
velopment of the goidmining industry, I
suggest to members that they bear in mind
that most of the cost of the running of the
batteries is not borne by the State but by the
prospectors who are the pioneers of the in-
dustry. They are the men who have to pay
for inefficiency in the services rendered,
either from the standpoint of labour or mate-
rial available. The prospectors have to pay
the piper. Many persons believe that be-
cause the batteries are State-controlled, it is
not necessary that they should be efficient or
that the batteries should be operated, because
the Government will foot the bill. That is
not the position at all. I have watched the
activities of the State Batteries in my eleeto-
rate so as to ascertain why there were so
many complaints from prospectors regarding
their treatment. As one having had long ex-
perience in the milling of ore, I have come
to the conclusion that the State Bat-
teries Department at least endeavours
to educate its employees thoroughly in
the art of keeping batteries stopped,
with no desire to teach them how to
keep batteries operating. Most of the men
employed on the batteries were without
previous experience, and unless an attitude
is adopted different from that which has
obtained in the past, we can expect little
else than inefficiency. It cannot be expected
that ]nen will know more than they are
tauight. If they are not taught how best
to operate a battery, the prospector is the
person who will have to carry the burden.
It may be surpri sing to the Minister to
know that if a tappet slips or anything else
goes wrong with one of the stamps, before
the men attempt to correct what has oc-
cllfled, they stop the five stamps before they
cournenee to deal with the defective one.
They pull the belt off and themk go to the
earn platform, and pull the stamps 13p

with a chain block. If they did that in a
private firm, they would be dismissed imme-
diately. They hang up five stamps all be-



[1 D)Ecnmnn, 1937.] 2281

cause they want to regulate one tappet.
They do that because they hnow no better.
I have noticed no desire on the part of the
officer in charge of the battery to teach
the men the right way to do the job. The
most important feature is that there is
very little in the way of pulleys, blocks or
tackle, etc., available in order to do the job
properly. At Peak Hill there is a three-
ton. block and tackle hanging over the bat-
tery for the purpose of lifting stamps that
weigh about 1,200 lbs. The block and tackle
is cumbersome and altogether too large.
The decking about the battery is never
properly secured or attended to. If men
have to do any repair work, they must be
very guarded in their steps for fear of a
serious accident. By way of comparison,
if it is necessary to change a stamp at a
State Battery it takes from two to four
hours to do the job, whereas at a&private
battery it would take from 30 to 45 min-
utes. That is all because the men at the
State Battery arc not shown how to do the
job, nor are they provided with the neces-
sary implements to do the work. If a
earn shaft breaks, it takes as long
as eight hours to change it at a State Bat-
tery, whereas only two or three hours wouild
be required at a private battery, or the
men would have to furnish an explanation
as to why it took any longer. The pros-
pector has to pay for this inefficiency, and,
in consequence, he is not getting much en-
couragement. He has enough to contend
with in getting his ore to the battery with-
out having to face the inefficiency to whiph
I am directing the Minister's attention. At
least one or two batteries in my electorate
are in a very deplorable state of disrepair.

The Minister for Mines: Which two are
they ?

Air. MARSHALL: The Mft. Sir Samnuel is
one and that is the battery about which I
wish to say most; but I do not want to dis-
cuss that battery until I tell the Minister
that the Wiluna battery is not much better.
How it is that some of the men on them
have not met with a fatal accident is a mar-
vel to me. Because of the want of safe
decking around the cam platform of the
Wiluna battery, one man experienced a seri-
ous accident, by standing on the roof of
a shed and trying to put a pulley belt above
his head. How it is that these men are not
killed through the lack of proper facilities,
I do not know. At Wiluna if one wants to

pass from the back of the piatform to the
f ront, be has to walk around a plank 4 x 4,
or get through between the king shaft and
the revolving eamn shaft. Uf he steps back
het will go down 12 or 15 feet into the mach-
inery or the automatic feeders. Yet it is
expected that under such conditions men
will give efficiency. I am entering an em-
phatic protest on behalf of prospectors be-
cause they have to pay the piper. It is
high time the Minister took a grip of this
department and appointed someone to go
around and show the men how to keep a
battery going. Quite a lot of members
imagine that because these are State bat-
teries the Government foots the bill; but
most of those men crush by time.

The Minister for Mlines: If a battery stops
for over three hours, a charge is not made
for the time lost in one crushing.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is not so bail,
but three hours is a pretty long stop. It is
long enough to do any particu'lar job around
another battery if there are proper facilities
to work with and there are men who have
been shown how to do the job. I want to
give another example of the lack of co-ond-
ination or organization in this department.
This happened at Peak Hill. It was found
necessary to put in a new engine bed. The
delay occasioned hung uip the battery for
about three of four weeks. Whether bad
material was put in, or whether there was
bad workmanship, or whether the engine was
started too early, I do not know, but in a
few months it was necessary to stop again
and put in another bed.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn drew attention to the
state of the Committee.

[The Speaker resuined the Chair.]

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

[Mr. Hegney took the Chair.]

Mr. MARSHALL: Within three mont!is
after this battery had been stopped for the
second time to put foundations under the
engine, it was discovered to be necessary
practically to recondition the mill. Ift con-
sequence the battery was hung up for a, fur-
ther three months. The Minister must admit
that tbere is a great lack of co-ordination
or organisation when things like that hasp-
pen. It seems as though those in control
believe that it does not matter how often
the batteries stop, or how much the prospec-
tor may he inconvenienced. As he can go
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nowhere else, he will ultimately have to get
his ore treated at the State battery. There
is a lot of truth in that hut it is not much
encouragement to the p~rospector. Conse-
quently, it is not to be wondered at that men

ar, gtting a little tired of waiting for
lengthy periods to get their ore crushed.
Business people do not like the idea of hav-
ing indefinitely to carry on prospectors when
they know that anomalies~ are appearing in
the conduct of practically all State batteries.
I have mentioned the Wiluna battery and
the necessary repairs and attention the bat-
tery~ should got to protect the lives of those
employed there. I now turn to the lit. Sir
Samuel battery which lhas been leased for
many years. I have never in all my experi-
ence seen anything so ghastly as this alleged
battery. It would never be believed that any
State property could be allowed to suffer
such neglect. The Minister will take up the
attitude he adopts when leased State
batteries are mentioned. He will suggest
it is no responsibility of his. I ask
himt whether he does not think his depart-
mental officers are responsible for the pro-
tection of State assets whether they arc
leased or not? Would be suiggest that if we
leased one of the State hotels,, it would not
matter what happened to it? Of course he
would not. In the voutracts covering the
lease of the batteries there should be
certain terms and conditions wvhich would
ensure, that they were kept somewhere
near a decent state of repair. The Mt. Sir
Sanmuel battery, however, is in a deplorable
state. I have never seen such a picture.
There i., an old chap there trying to get it
to go. It took him three weeks to crush 10
tons of ore. The Minister will advance the
further argument that most of the ore in
that (district is copper-laden. I agree with
him that there is a lot of copper-laden ore,
but there is also a qnantity of free-milling
ore. There is not, however, much encourage-
niciit for men to prospect it with nothing
better than these crushing facilities at their
di.,posal. We are not doing anything to
encourage the prospector. At all events we
are not doing that which is right to encourT-

age bin, but are doing all that is calculated
to discourage liim. Here we have a treat-
mnt plant going up) at Ift. Sir Samuel, and
instead of the departmental officer- experi-
nlentinQL with this copper-laden ore, they
have ignored it, will not do anything with it.
That is the apathy and indifference that are

being shown nll the time in the administra-
tion of this department.

The Minister for Mines: That is why we
have treated more copper ore this year than
has ever been treated in Western Australia
before.

Air. 'MARSHALL: You have not treated
it at Ift. Sir Samuel.

The Minister for M.%ines: Because there is
not enough cop per ore there to be worth
while.

MAr. -MARSHALL: There is no prospector
of any experience who, having had a look
at that battery, would waste any more time
in the district. Such is the reputation that
battery has now, that before anyone comes
within miles of it, he is told all about it and
so he p)asses on. We are not encouraging
the prospector out there at all. The battery
should have been maintained in a reasonable
stlate of repair. The Minister has said that
these alterations in the battery regulations
have become necessary because if there is
any industry that should stand on its own
legs, it is the mining industry. One would
think that every prospector was on payable
ore, and that therefore the conditions that
prevailed before the rise in the price of gold
could easily he altered without being preju-
dicial to the encouragement of the prospec-
tor. But that is not so. There are many
prospectors who feel the pinch because of
the alteration in the regulations that applied
at State batteries before the pirice of gold
wvent up. Once there used to he a rebate for
lowv-grade ore. That has been cut out. Then
the free cartage has been abolished, and trial
parcels likewvise have been abolished, because
of the increase of tonnage to be treated at
State batteries. Bat we are not en-
couraging the men to go on prospecting
when we alter these concessions. And the
inefficiency in these batteries does not argue
proper management. Taking the new cart-
ing subsidy, I do not know whether the
Minister has yet agreed to reduce the cost of
treatment of tailings.

The Minister for Mines: No, I have not.
Mr. MARSHALL: Yet he has reduced the

carting subsidy.
The Minister for Mines: I get more letters

of recommendation for it and asking me to
keep it there than the hon. member gets
against it.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not get many
letters in regard to it. I have interviews. I
go round and pay some attention to my
people. The 'Minister can have his own
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opinion about it all and so can the prospec-
tor, but the basic principle upon which this
regulation rests is entirely wrong. The new
regulation is based practically on the value
of the ore, or the bullion recovered from the
ore over the plates. That point must be con-
ceded, and it it is conceded then the principle
is wrong.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is there no limit to
their cartage?

Mr. -MARSHALL: The basic principle of
the cartage subsidy is governed by the value
of the ore. One man can get a 20 ounce
crushing and over a year's operations show a
loss, while another man can crush low-grade
stone and show a huge profit. Yet under
the carting subsidy if both propositions were
the same distance from the battery the man
who showed a loss would get no subsidy,
whereas the man who showed a profit would
get his subsidy. On one occasion I was
asked by the Prospectors' Association to sug-
gest to the Minister the crushing of ore on
the same principle. I said I would not listen
to it for a moment. I do not know from
whom the Minister has got his letters, but I
know that the Prospectors' Association on the
Murchison does not support it. It may be,
dE course, that the Minister's electors, and
others on the eastern goldields are satisfied.
It is the principle in that regulation with
which I disagree. It does not always pan
out equitably and fairly. A man with a rich
crushing may show a loss on that crushing.
I have not the figures the Minister gave when
dealing with the State Batteries Department,
so I am not sure what the cartage subsidy
cost the department this year. But the
Minister ought to give consideration to the
request that was inade to him, for be did
promise the Prospectors' Association on the
Muirchison that after he discovered the cost
of the carting subsidy he would give con-
sideration to the request to reduce the deduc-
tions on tailings. I have a letter dated the
19th may.

The M1inister for Mines: The cartage sub-
sidy last year was £16,033.

M1r. MARSHALL; That was about equal
to the amount of the year before.

The Minister for Mines: It was then
£18,647.

Mr. MHARSHIALL: The Minister put for-
ward a fairly good argument that low-grade
ore has to be economically hanled, but we
must consider the cost of 2 dwts. 8 grs.
which in Australian currency averages 20s.,
and with other charges brings the amount

to 30s. per ton. The ore is put in the ramip
for the batteries, and that charge is made
to treat the prospectors' ore, Other deduc-
tions, of course, are also made. Payment
is made on only a 75 per cent. extraction,
and 90 per cent. tonnage. Thus the charges
sem fairly cxorbhiaut. If we arc going
to encourage prospectors we must give themr
greater consideration. I agree with the
Minister that, if there is one industry that
should stand on its own feet, it is the grld-
mnining industry, provided that every pros-
pector was getting gold. But every pros-
pector is not getting gold1, and the prin-
ciple adopted in years gone by was thr-
right one. We should make allowances to
deserving prospectors, and not treat them
all alike. The figures to the 30th June show
that 44,000 acres were absorbed in reser-
vations and the cost to the holders panned
out at about 11"*d. per acre. The Minister
should ask that a fair figure he paid for
those concessions, and whatever money
reaches the Treasury by way of charges
for those areas should be returned to the
prospectors, in the shape of a rebate or
reduction for the treatment of their tail-
ings. It is not fair to ask the prospector
to carry all the burden. We are attempt-
ing to develop an industry that has a ready
sale for its commodity; but instead of en-
couraging the prospector, we are disc our-
aging him. That is an entirely different
attitude from the one we adopted to other
commodities. When we found the prices
of wheat and wool were rising We could not

sedmoney quickcly enough to get people
to produce those commodities. We spent
mnillions of rounds, and lost muchi of it, to
encourage people to produe wheat when the
pirice was 5s., 6s., 7s. or more per bushel, and
the same applied to wool. But the Prospec-
tors, have been singled out for entire],%
different treatment. Since the price of gold
rose we have adopted the attitude that, if
any industry is capable of standing: on its
own feet, it is that of goidmining. That
is rjuite different from the treatment meted
out to other industries. I should like some
irforrnation from the Minister regarding
Simpson's~ battery at Nullagine. Why the
'Minister should have advanced a loan to
Simpson rather than erect a State battery
at some point in the Nullagine district, I do
not know. The Minister himself confesses
that there has. been general dissatisfaction iti
that ]uamls treatment of proqpectors ever
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since the battery started. It would he in.
teresting to know what departmental officer
recommended the granting of a loan to
Simpson to erect a battery on a site where,
a few months afterwards, it was found there
was insufficient water to continue the opera-
tions of the battery. I disagree with the
Minister's action in ranting that loan. If
the money was available, it might have been
expended by the department in erecting a
State battery on the site where the battery
is now being re-erected.

[Mr. Sleeman took the Chair.]

The M1inister for Mlines: It is not only
being re-erected; it is starting to crush.

Mr. MARSHALL: It will not crush for
too many prospectors. My information is
that there are only three men left, and I be-
lieve that one of them is getting his own
plant. Whether the battery will be able to
crush for a company with reservations, I do
not know. The prospectors state that there
are only three men left; all the others have
gone. Very little satisfaction was obtained
during the running of that battery. Most of
the trouble arose over the treatment of sand;,
and many are the tales told of the happen-
ings. during the running of the battery and
the treatment of tailings. I think Simpson
violated his contract on several occasions.
Two or three visits were arranged for de-
partmental officers to straighten out the
trouble.

The Minister for Mines: No, only one,
Mr. MARSHALL: There were two, to my

knowledge. Brown went and FoxalI also
went.

The Mlinister for 'Mines: Foxall never
went to Simpson's battery at all. Only one
departmental officer went there to straighten
out the trouble.

Mr. MARSHALL: The position now is
that it will not matter very much. What will
happen to the Government's money I do not
know, but unless other customers put in an
appearance, I do not think it will be long
before Simpson's battery is a thing of the
past.

The 'Minister for -Mines: That will not be
the first time we have lost through specula-
tion on batteries.

Mr. MNARSHALL: But previously we
have lost directly. We lent this money
to an individual, and he has had the ad-
vantage, not the State. Had the State
erected a battery there, in all probability we

would have had the prospectors there, It
was due to Simpson. intervening between the
Government and the prospectors

The Minister for 'Mines: How mnany
prospectors were thcre when Simpson nego-
tiated to put the battery on his own show?2

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know.
The ML~inister for Mfines: There was not

one prospector within miles. Afterwvards a
few went there.

Mr. MARSHALL: I suppose those few
went there on the information that Simpson
would crush for the public, and they left
because Simpson failed.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, because he
could not gob water.

Mr. MARSHALL: Had the Government
done the job, that would not have happened.

The Mlinister for Mines: The State will
not erect a battery anywhere where there
are no prospectors and no ore.

Mr. MARSHALL: I differ from the M3in-
ister on that. We have spent thousands of
pounds on aerial surveys and other
work that in time might prove of value, but
so far as such work directly encourages
prospecting, I think it is valueless. I do not
say that it will not be valuable to scientific
men in time to come, hut one prospector, in
my opinion, will do more to develop this
industry than has been done by that work.

The Mfinister for Mfines: That is your
opinion.

Mr. MARSHALL: It has turned out right.
I have heard of no results yet. I do not say
that the work is entirely valueless. The best
way to develop the industry is to erect State
Batteries in favoured districts.

The Minister for Alines: Wherever there
is a favoured district we are doing so.

Mir. MARSHALL: No, the Minister is not
doing so. Hle said he would not put up a
battery unless there were prospectors there.
He wants the prospectors to go out before
provision is made for a battery. What we
want is a State Battery to encourage pros-
pecting in favoured districts. I do not think
the Government is giving the prospector tho
treatment he deserves. The Minister will
find that unless he takes a keener interest
in the administration of this department be
will be doing the State an injury. The men
are not getting eneouragment to look for
mining propositions when we find the treat-
ment that is meted out to them. I hope the
Minister will consider making a reduction in
the charges. The charges on the whole are
pretty high. If we are going to develop the
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industry we must encourage and not dis-
courage prospectors. If the Minister took
a keener interest in State Batteries and their
management he would be doing the industry
a good turn. His departmental officers are
not giving the services I think they should
give.

TEE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. S.
W. Munsie-Hannans) [12.3 a.m.]: I realise
the importance of the arguments advanced
by the member for M~urchison. I amn sorry I
did not know these Estimates were coming
on to-night, otherwise I would have brought
the file with me and given members a better
idea of the position. Even il the officers
were the best it was possible to find in any
part of the world, owing to the present feel-
ing that exists between the member for Mur-
ehison and the officers themselves, he would
not have a good word to say about them.
The Superintendent of Batteries is one of the
most capable men in the State, both in pri-
vate life and in his official capacity. No
mine manager has greater ability thau he has.
It is strange that we should be doing all the
remarkable things outlined by the bon. mem-
ber. For the July-September quarter of this
year we put through a record tonnage at the
State Batteries, notwithstanding all stop-
pages. The hon. member said we were edu-
cating the employees how to stop the bat-
teries instead of keeping them going. It is,
therefore, remarkable that we should have bad
a record tonnage for that particular quarter,
a record in the history of Western Australia.
The hon. member says we are not giving en-
couragment to prospectors because of our
charges. For the nine months of this year
for which we have returns it appears that
the State Battery charges, including every-
thing, amount to only 9d. per ton more than
theywere in 1929 when gold was £4 5s. per
ounce. Of the total gold won at the State
Batteries 62 per cent, is obtained over the
plates, and the prospectors get £8 odd per
ounce instead of £4 5s. The total increase in
cost to-day compared with 1929 is 9d. per
ton. No battery system in the world is
giving prospectors anything like the same
conditions that they get in this State. The
total crushing charges for the nine months
of this year average 8s. lid, per ton to the
prospector. For the period the department
lost 2s. 3d. per ton. The total value of the
tailings treatment that we received was Us.
lid, per ton. If we add the two together and
take the charges for 1929 we find the differ-

[81]

ence is 9d. per ton. Why all this squealing?
What is all the trouble about? The hon.
member referred to the Mt. Sir Samuel Bat-
tery. On four occasions an agreement has
been signed to operate that battery. In the
first month when I became IMinister for
Mifnes in the previous Labour Administration
a recommendation came to me concerning this
battery, namely, that it should he abandoned
and sold for scrap.

Mr. Marshall: You could not sell it for
scrap.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We could
sell it now as scrap. Someone caine along
on each occasion, took a lease and tried to do
something with it. I do not know what the
conditions of the lease were, though I think
the terms of the Government were excep-
tionally liberal. The Government has never
spent a penny on the battery. It is not
worth anything as a battery. Certain tail-
ings were there. The lessee put up a proposi-
tion that if we spent a little in getting a more
efficient water supply he would be able to
treat the tailings. We, therefore, spent £200
in assisting him to put down a cyanide vat
for the treatment of the tailings.

Mr. Marshall: A lot more than that.
The MINISTER FOR IMINES: The hon.

member said not once but half-a-dozen times,
that he does not want the Committee to be-
lieve that the Government pays for repairs
or breakdowns at State batteries. He says
it is the prospector who pays every time.
During this year, so far as it has gone, the
Government has spent from working account
£2,623 on repairs, and from capital account
£17,879. So it is the Government that is
paying, and not the prospector.

Mr. Marshall: But the Government has
the capital and the asset.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To hear
the boo. member talk-, one would think the
Government had done nothing in connection
with State batteries.

Mr. Mai-shall: Wait till we come to the
items.

Ron. C. G. Latham: Yes; let us deal with
that on the items.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: The bon.
member can deal with anything he likes on
the items.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not want to
deal with any' thing; I want to go home.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As a
matter of fact during the last 20 years the
State batteries have not been in anything
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like such a state of repair and elliciency as
they are now. That is easily understood,
because we have not had a new State bat-
tery for over 15 years. We were simply
using old parts from one battery to patch
up some other battery, when the mining in-
dustry was in the doldrums; and naturally
all the State batteries fell into a bad condi-
tion of disrepair. However, £100,000 has
been spent on thenm during the last four
years. How much further does the bon.
member consider the Government ought to
go?

Mr. Marshall: How far did you go with
wool and wheat when prices went up?

The MI1NISTER FOR MINES: I did not
go to the extent of twopenee. If there is
sufficient inducement offering for a battery
at Mt. Sir Samuel a new battery will be
erected there, and not a patchwork thing
that is not worth while. The battery at Aft.
Sir Samuel has not been worth anything
for the last 10 years, and I 'will not agree
to spend any more money trying to patch
it up.

Mr. Marshall: That is impossible. The
battery has gone to the dogs altogether.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
course it has. It has been beyond repair for
the last 10 years. Still, every now and then
someone comes along and says, "I am pre-
pared to give it a go;- let me hare it." We
agree to let him have it; but we tell every
prospective lessee who comes along that we
do not think he can make a success of the
battery, but that if he wants to have a try,
there it is. The lessee takes it on under
those conditions. I do not look upon the Mt.
Sir Samuel battery as a State battery at
all. As Minister for Mines I refuse to spend
money on tinkering with it. I did not, how-
ever, refuse to help a man who had a lease
of the bnttery and who wanted to do some-
thing towards treatment of tailings. The
Government assisted that man.

Hon. C. G. Latham: How did he get onq
Theo MI1NISTER FOR MINES: I do not

know. He only started a little while ago.
Then the mbmber for Murchison says that
because there is some copper in some ore up
there the department ha-s not done enough.
I admit frankly that so far as experiments
are concerned, other than testing samples
to ascertain the density and quantity of cop-
per in the ore nothing has been done in that
repepct atlMt. Sir Samuel. But I will not let
the- hon. member get away with the state-

ment that the M1ines Department has done
nothing from the experimental point of
view with regard to treatment of auriferous
ore. The department has done something.
in fact, as the result of experiments made
by State battery officials, we have been able
to return to prospectors this year £26,000
odd from copper ore, of which amount they
had never expected to get a penny. It is
now possible, under certain conditions, to
treat the ore. The .samie position obtains at
Mt. Ida, where copper ore is being treated.
I will not let anybody get away with the
statement that the State Battery branch is
doing nothing. At Mt. Sir Samuel there is
nothing for us to do; but where there is
something worth while to be done, 'we hare
done it. Now with regard to Simpson's bat-
tery. Before ever we agreed to loan Simpson
anything, we sent a .Government inspec-
tor, Mr. Verran, a gentleman whom I
regard as highly capable and efficient,
to inspect and report. Let me add that
I regard this gentleman as efficient
not only from the technical aspect, hut also
because of his practical knowledge. I admit
that he got his technical knowledge at the
Kalgoorlie School of Mines, but he has
worked underground for years in Western
Australia. He knows the game from A to
Z. He is not only a theoretical man, hut a
practical miner as well. He is the -right
class dfl man to he appointed a Government
inspector. He reported favourably on the
question of assistance to Simpson towards
erecting a battery on his lease. Simpson
holds three leases. He and his son were the
only two men in the district at the time. We
did loan Simpson some money, and he erected
a battery. Hre had to take the advice of
other people, being unable to obtain records;
but there was a water shaft which was sup-
iposed to contain an unlimited quantity. I
admit that he did not test the shaft, and that
we did not test it for him, having no meanmq
to do so. However, when he got the battery
started, the water was barely sufficient to run
the plant eight hours per day for four days
per week. That was owing to insufficient
water supply. Of course the battery failed
him. Ile could not possibly have treated the
ore if he had got it, because he bad no water
'to treat it with. Then he made application
for permission to remove the battery to a
place where there is a known water supply.
We gave permission, but we did not assist
him. He paid the cost of transfer out of his
own pocket. I got a wire the day before



[1 DECEMBER, 1937.] 23

yesterday to say that the battery had started
again and had put through a first crushing
of 25 tons. Everything was reported to he
running smoothly. There certainly was some
trouble. Simpson is a man who really does
not understand too much about tailings treat-
mnent. He has had a fair amount of experi-
ence in battery work, but not in the treat-
ment of tailings. I look upon Simpson as
an absolutely honest man. Undoubtedly he
treats everybody fairly. However, he has no
method of doing things. The member for
Murehison spoke of two visits hy depart-
mental officers to Simpson's battery. We
knew nothing of any muddle until we re-
ceived a letter from a certain gentleman in
the district-not a prospector-stating that
the prospectors were not satisfied because
Simpson was not able to treat their tailings.
They considered that in the circumstances he
should have paid for them, We made some
inquiries and finally the Superintendent of
State Batteries, Air. Browne, went up to go
into the trouble, if any existed. He met all
the prospectors in the district, with the ex-
ception of one. Strange to say, the man
who was not present was the only individual
who has ever written complaining of the con-
ditions obtaining in that district.

Mr. Marshall: I have two or three here, if
you want them.

The MINISTER FRon MINES: The de-
partment has not received any complaints
from any prospector apart from that parti-
cular individual, and he left the district the
night before the Superintendent arrived.
The man went to Marble Bar and subse-
quently wrote complaining of the settlement
that had been made. The settlement was
ag-reed to unanimously by the prospectors
who attended the meeting. So Var as I
know, and so far as he has been able to
operate with the water available, the man
in charge of the battery has cleaned up most
of tbe tailings and has paid for them. I ad-
mait he cannot treat them all, and some of the
prospectors have not been fixed up yet. I
am perfectly satisfied that each of them will
have a fair deal under the arrangement that
has been arrived at by Mr. Browne and every
prospector will be paid. Despite all that the
miember for 'Murchison said regarding the
conditions applying to the State batteries
now as against the experience in earlier days,
the difference in the cost of treatment, both
of tailings and crushin, is 9d. per ton com-
pared with the experience in 1929 when gold
brought £4 s. an ounce, as against £3 11s.

odd in Australian currency to-day. In addi-
tion to that, 62 per cent, of the total gold won
at the State batteries goes over the plates
and the prospectors get the lot and receive
£8 11s, odd per ounce for the gold. I know
that we could give other concessions in a
dozen different ways, but I do not know
where the member for 'Murchison expects is:
to get the money with which to carry on. It
has to be remembered that the low-grade sub-
sidy still continues and that has meant an
expenditure of £16,300 under the new
scheme. For the hon. member's information
I can tell him that we are receiving letters
of appreciation from prospectors who are
working low grade, shows. Under the old
scheme, when they crushed 250 tons of ore
rroui a claim, they received payment at the
rate of 6d. per ton per m-ine; when they
crushed a further 250 tons from the claim,
they got 3d. per ton; for the next 250 tons,
they got 2d. per ton and for another 250
tons, Id. per ton. They could not get any
further subsidy after they had crushed 1,000
tons from any one lease. Under the new
scheme, they get a subsidy of 9d. per ton
and there is no limit to the quantity of ore
that they can take from a lease. If they
took 10,000 tons, they would still receive 94.
per ton subsidy. The member for Murchison
said that a number of men had had 20-ounce
erushings put through and yet had nothing
out of it at the end. Such instances are pos-
sible, but they are very rare. I claim that
the Department is adopting the correct atti-
tude in encouraging men to look for low
grade ore bodies. That is what will make
Western Australia. I do not want to en-
courage them to go out looking for nice little
veins that wilt go 15-ounces to the ton. If
they happen to strike some, that is all to the
good; but I want them to find low grade de-
posits that will return four to six penny-
weights to the ton. Viewing the position as
a whole, the prospectors generally are very
much better off under the present system
than they were under the old scheme.

Vote put and passed.

rote-Cave House, etc., £;7,O61-zg reed to.

This concluded the Estimates cif Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions reported.
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BILL--FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.
Mfessage from the Council received and

read notifying that it insisted on its amend-
ments Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 5, to which the As-
semubly had disagreed.

BILL-I1NCOME TAX ASSESSMENT.
Returned from the Council with amend-

ments.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES-STATE
TRADING CONCERNS.

In Committee.
Mrfi. Sleeman in the Chair.
Division-State Brick Works, £2,087-

agreed to.

Divisionp--State Hotels) £63,361:
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There are two

State hotels in my electorate. Generally
speaking, if the State hotels were subject to
the Licensing Court, they would not be per-
mitted to operate. The Bruce Rock Hotel
still has no hot water service. Although the
footpaths on each side of the street are
paved, the Government refuse to put down a
few concrete blocks to complete the footpath
in front of the hotel. It is disgraceful. A
septic. system should certainly be installed.
The Licensing Court requires other hotels to
be provided with those systems and yet.
although the State Hotel at Bruce Rock is
making big profits, the Government refuses
to take action. along those lines. I have asked
for this to he done for the past two years
and I have always received the same sily
reply to the effect that the matter will re-
ceive attention.

The Premier: What about the water sup-
ply there?

Hon. C_ G_ LATHAM1: There is a water
supply there. There is just as good a water
supply there as there was, at Quniradiag
when the Licensing Court ordered the instal-
lation of a septic system. The absence of
these facilities is a bad advertisement.

The Minister for Works: Quairading has
a good water supply.

Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: Where from?7
The Minister for Works: They have a rock

catchment and it has not failed them.
Hon. C. G-. LATHAMi: How long have

they had a good water supply?

The Minister for Works: Two years.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Yes, that is all.

The Licensing Court ordered the hotel to
instal a septic system six or seven years
ago when they had no water supply except
from the Government tank.

The Premier: Is the Bruce Rock water
supply satisfactory?

Hon. C. G-. LAT HAM: I do not know
that it is particularly satisfactory; but there
should he a hot water service installed in the
hotel, at any rate. Thc hotel has returned
a good deal of revenue to this State, and
some action should be taken in respect to the
matters I have mentioned. The hotel is a
disgrace in comparison with other hotels in
the State. It is an extraordinary fact that
it is found necessary to send to Perth for
everything that is wanted at the hotel, yet all
the money the hotel gets is local money. The
hotel authorities should ben asked to purchase
goods locally and support the people who
support them. I hope the Minister will look
into that aspect of the matter. It is only
fair that the money should be spent in the
district in which it is earned. No other buid-
ness concern would dare to do what the
hotel does; nor would it he done if the hotel
did not have a monopoly. It was never the
intention that the State hotels should he run
for a profit but that they should he estab-
lished to render a service. Now, however,
they are becoming taxing machines.

The CHAIRMAN: The question is that
the Vote he agreed to.

Hfon. C. G. LATHAM: Is the Minister not
going to take any notice of what I have
said? Ifhe isnotIshiall move for areduc-
tion in the amount.

The PREMIIER: Surely the hon. member
does not expect a speech on the subject? We
wvill look into the matter. The Leader ol? the
Opposition knows there are difficulties to be
faced, particularly with regard to the instal-
lation of a septic system. Throughout the
district there has been a good deal of trouble,
particularly with regard to the water supply.
There is not a supply that can he relied
upon.

Hon. C. G. Lathanm: You can instal a hot
water service and do up the footpath, any-
way.

The PREMIER: I assure the Leader of
the Opposition that had we an adequate
water supply the question of a septic tank
system would have been given consideration
long ago. But if the sanitary system is
altered and a scheme is introduced that can-
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not be operated serious difficulties are likely
to he created. I am not ignoring the re-
marks of the hon. member, and assure him
that his requests will be given consideration.
I hope be will not have any cause for com-
Plaint this tune next year.

Division put and passed.

Dlivisions-St ate Implement and Engineer-
insg Works, £63,842; State Quarries £12,138
-agreed to.

Division-State
f£196,600.

This concluded the Estimates of the Trad-
ing Concerns for the year.

Resolutions reported.

House adjourned at 12.36 am.

Shipping Service,

lion. C. G1. LAATKAM: I drew the atten-
tion of the Minister some time ago to what I
considered an unnecessary expense izd connec-
tion with the State Shipping Service. Re-
cently the Department opened an office in a
building in St. George's Terrace. Another
building is being used for the same pnrpose
in Forrest Place. A concern that is making
such a tremendous loss should be able to
transact all its business through the
Tourist Bureau and its own office. It is an
unnecessary expense to establish another
office in the Terrace. That office cannot be
rented for nothing. The Service will have
only four boats when the new vessel is
acquired.

The Premier: I am told that it is a great
eonveniu'nee for customers to be able to inter-
view the manager in the new office.

Hon. C. G. LATHA M: The officials will
pet np ny excuse they think the Premier
will aept. Tn contrast with this, for years
we tried in vain to obtain a. paneels receiving
office in eonnection with the Railway Depart-
ment which does nearly a million times more
trade than does the State Shipping Service.
If the Premier looks into the matter carefuilly
he wvill discover that the provision of that
new office is an unnecessary expense. I have
had good reason to complain privately about
the management of this concern but evidently
my complaints have not been considered
worth while inquiring into. The results of
the inquiry have not been made known,, at all
events. I protest against the expenditure of
a lot of money by a State Trading concern
which is losing so much.

Division put and passed.

Divisions-State Saw; Mills, £617,937;
Wyndhsarn Freezing Works, £305,000--
agreed to.

tcieIsatlve Council,
Thursday, 2nd December, 1937.

Assent to B11il............................
Question: Persian, Mr. C. A.Munt ... ..
Blils: Hire Purchase Agreemnts Act Amendment.

SEL ... .. ... .. ... ..
Timber Industry Regulation Act Amnendmnent,6

2. etc. ... .. ... ..Factories and Shops Act Ainandrnent. or.
recant, further recoin, report

Financial Emergency Tax Assessment Act Amend-
murt, Assembly's request for conference,
conference managers' report, Aseintlys
further Message

Loan, £1,227,000. 1St.. .........
Land Tax and Income Tax, Ia.
Appropriation. Is. .. .. .. .. ..
Fremnantle Gas end Coke Company's Act Amend.

mant, la....................... .
Perth Oas Comnpany'e Act Amendmnt, Ila
Income Tax Assessment, Assembly's Message

Adjournment, special..................... ....
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL,

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read notifying assent to the Road Trans-
port Subsidy Bill.

QUESTION-PENSON, MR. 0. A. HUJNT.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, W\hat snlary was Mr. C. A.
Munt receiving at the time of his retirement
from the position of Under Secretary of
the Department of Public Works? 2, Did
Mr. Munt hold any other salaried position
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